
                                                                                            On To India 

Next week we plan to travel to India. We agonized over whether we should go and spend the money, and we concluded 

that we should go. There are three reasons for us to go: 

1. We need to get away and have some time alone.  We love our ministry, but it demands constant attention from us. It 

is common for us to have visitors at 7:00 AM and for them to come all day. We receive phone calls, on our emergency 

twenty-four hour number, at all hours of the night, often just to “greet”. So, we need a break. 

2. Another reason to go is that the church in India is investigating whether our ATA type training will work in India.  I 

believe it will work any place in the world where there is the problem of a lack of Bible colleges to train the pastors. 

3. The third reason for going to India is to see good doctors. MaryLee was unable to afford to pay for the medical tests 

she needed last year when we were in America. She needs treatment for some health problems which we can’t receive 

here. The cost of treatment in India is affordable for us and it is quality treatment. 

 

Pictured here are our granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Brenda 

and Jesca (Jesi).  Brenda, whose personality is as pleasant as her smile, has 

taken responsibility to be a mother to Jesca.  Jesca is the girl rescued 

several months ago from her hopeless situation. These two young ladies 

both love Jesus and they are a joy to be with. 

 

This photo was taken at our house during our Sunday Bible study. Our 

Bible study is becoming so successful that its growth is causing us to 

outgrow our facility. Last week we had 53 students attending and we are 

asking God to show us what to do so that we don’t have to turn anybody 

away.  What a wonderful blessing!   

 

Living in Uganda is stressful for many reasons. The United States government has warned Uganda that the same Muslim 

group, who killed so many in Kenya recently, plans to repeat their attack here in Kampala. We don’t disregard the 

warning because three years ago this same group set off bombs here which killed over 80 people. Shopping has become 

a real chore because of the increased security at public places.  

 

We also have to deal every day with the poverty here in Uganda. Sunday, at our Bible study, we had two children who 

are suffering. One is a ten year old girl. She came into the house while I was teaching and sat quietly on the floor. When 

MaryLee asked her what was wrong, she said that she was so hungry that she hurt. Also, a ten year old boy who attends 

is so small it is obvious he has medical problems.  We found out that all his life he has had extreme pain every time he 

eats. Every day we see kids suffer and it is so sad. Our desire is to help these children but our resources are limited. 

 

On Sunday I was allowed to preach at our church. The sermon was from Revelation 22:18-19, about how we should not 

add or subtract from the Bible.  During our afternoon Bible study, a student told us that the message at his church was 

about how his church was having a fundraiser.  The pastor asked his church to go to the gambling places and gamble to 

raise the money needed. I think this story illustrates how much we need to see Uganda pastors trained to preach from 

the Bible.  I strongly advised the student to leave his church and attend another one. 

 



It was eight years ago that we like so many others volunteered to go to the Gulf Coast to help the area recover from 

hurricane Katrina. I volunteered for one week and God extended this time to almost 2 ½ years. This was a wonderful 

experience and then, when our time in Biloxi was over, God directed us to Uganda. This is a story that only God could 

have directed.  We are so thankful that He has made our “Golden Years” so meaningful. On Sunday I observe my 

seventieth birthday.  

 

This is a hello from MaryLee: Inside of a month we had several visitors from the USA. It is a blessing to be with our 

Christian family members and to get in some good ‘mzungu’ talk. It was so very encouraging. 

 

Please pray with me as I am too often called on to do things I know I’m not capable of. Nothing qualifies me to do 

marriage counseling for pastors and their wives or even those who aren’t pastors. Nothing but love qualifies me to 

counsel children who’ve been through horrendous experiences and have little to look forward to but more of the same. 

It seems I can hug and cry and pray but I feel so inadequate.  

 

I thank our Father God for all the love notes we receive from Him and from those of you who make it your responsibility 

to lift us up. I received a ‘love note’ an hour ago. It is from a young man who has been sponsored to finish his education 

so that he can be a tent making missionary in a Muslim area of Tanzania. He’s been here today training our home school 

monitor for while we are in India. After lunch he thanked me for the meal and then said, “Mum, this is the first mzungu 

house that I have ever known that is an African house”.  That was SO uplifting as it is a huge compliment. I know how 

often I fail in my reactions and my words so –God has done a miracle here. Praises to Him! 

 

Since January, Bob has lost and kept off 40 pounds. His little 

“personal trainer” –a tiny dachshund was purchased then and now 

Bob enjoys his walks and is stronger than he has been for years. Our 

dachshund also has other duties as she is the “chief of security” here. 

The last time we were robbed in our compound, thieves stole over a 

thousand dollars’ worth of parts from our automobile and we did not 

know about it until morning. This will not happen now because our 

dog fiercely protects us both inside our compound as well as right 

outside the walls.  She also wakes our guard up during the night. We 

really enjoy her.  

 

Please know how much we appreciate you –all of our support team- and we pray for you every day. 

 

Bob and MaryLee Bolitho 

 

 

If you would like to donate to our ministry, send your tax deductible donation to IGO (International Gospel Outreach) PO 

Box 161295 Boiling Springs, SC 29316   Designate for Bolitho 

Website: WWW.africansteachingafricans.com 

http://www.africansteachingafricans.com/

