
                                                                      Home Again 

After five long, busy months we 

are back with our African family.  

We are blessed to have both an 

African and an American family. 

We’re very happy to be back in 

Uganda and busy trying to catch 

up with our work.  God has given 

us many projects to work on 

such as directing Africans 

Teaching Africans and Indians 

Teaching Indians, working with 

our ATA youth, and a new 

project is to adapt American 

Sunday School material to make 

it understandable and easy for African teachers and children to use. 

 

Getting used to Uganda, after a five month absence, will take us some time as it is so different. Yesterday 

we experienced our first power and water outage, and I have already had my first experience driving. I have 

spent years trying to describe driving in Uganda and so far my best explanation is that driving in Uganda 

requires the driver to, at all times, concentrate on preventing people from killing themselves on his car.  

 

One of our prayers is that God bring us replacements and team mates because we hope our ministries will 

continue long after we leave this planet.  So far God has not sent us helpers but He continues to send us 

proof that our work is to continue.  One way He does this is by restoring Bob to health in ways that doctors 

can’t understand.  

 

Many of you know that God cured Bob of stage IV liver/lung cancer last year and his last checkup showed 

no cancer in his body. Shortly after we arrived in America Bob developed serous back pain. The doctors felt 

that an operation was his only hope. While the doctor did give an injection to remove the pain, he said he 

didn’t believe it would work.  Surprisingly the injection led to about half the pain going away but, he was 

still in serious pain.  Despite the pain we started out on a four week trip which was very painful for about 

three weeks. Then God gradually removed the remaining pain and now he is pain free. 

 

Africa presents unique challenges for the advancement of our work. Communication remains a major 

problem partially due to war. We were very active in the new nation of South Sudan until the start of their   

current one and half year old vicious tribal war which forced our ATA worker to flee South Sudan to a 

refugee camp in Uganda. We were pleasantly surprised to recently learn that some of the ATA teaching 

centers continued teaching and that 93 students were ready to receive their certificates for completing 

their studies.  These certificates are only given after the student passes his final exam which consists of the 

student preaching a sermon which is true to the Bible.    

 

Recently, our worker returned to South Sudan to officiate at the graduation of the 93 students. While there 

he traveled to a village to teach an ATA class and open a new class. Now he is trapped in the village by the 

war and his only possible escape is by plane. In his words, “the situation is from bad to worse and people 



seriously kill like birds every day.”  He has requested our financial help to help pay for the $350 airplane 

ticket.      

 

There are many fine efforts by other Christian organizations to educate pastors but when we compare 

these many different efforts being made to educate pastors we see that ATA is reaching students who no 

one else is reaching and doing this in a very cost efficient way.  All our teachers are volunteers and the only 

money required is to pay the employees who work to open new teaching centers and also to print 

graduation certificates.  We have hundreds of classes open and thousands of pastors in training with a 

budget of around $20,000 per year.  

 

The indigenous church loves ATA and ATA continues to grow. The task for us is to spread our teaching idea 

so that more church leaders can learn about us and join ATA. However, a lack of funding prevents us from 

extending this teaching idea to many more countries. We would like to hire an employee to spread 

teaching centers in Malawi; we need up to $10,000 per year to do this.  

 

God has led us to help children 

through ATA Youth where we 

supply physical needs for around 

70 children. We also care for 

their spiritual needs by teaching 

them about Jesus. The two 

children pictured on the left are 

living in a bad situation and we 

would like to add them to ATA 

Youth. It takes about $150 per 

month to provide for a child. If 

you would like to help these 

children it is not necessary to 

pay all the needed money. A 

partial sponsorship is fine. 

 

 

 A new opportunity has presented itself to us. There is a lack of Sunday school material available here so we 

successfully solicited a publisher to furnish us with wonderful materials which we have brought back to 

Uganda with us. We are hiring a team of mature Christians to contextualize these materials so that African 

children can learn about Jesus and become the next generation of Christians that Africa so desperately 

needs.      

 

As you can read, God has blessed us with a very busy ministry.  Let me conclude this letter by thanking all 

our faithful supporters whose prayers and financial support keep us here in Uganda. We are sorry that we 

were not able to visit each of you while we were in America. We got behind when Bob was confined to bed 

with his back and we never caught up with our work. We have decided to come back to America more 

often in the future mostly because old people need to see doctors more often.  So we plan to visit America 

late next year and we will try to visit those of you we missed this year. 

 



We praise God for what He is doing in our lives and ministry. We thank Him for curing Bob of his cancer and 

also removing his back pain.  We trust Him for strength to continue serving Him. He constantly 

demonstrates that it is not in our own strength we serve Him, rather we serve in the strength God gives us. 

 

We presented many needs in this letter. Our most important need is for prayers. Please pray for the 

different things mentioned in this letter. Especially pray for God to send replacements for us.  People to 

take over our ministries and build them and keep them going.   Also pray for someone living in America to 

become the leader of this international ministry. Please contact me for more information about this. 

 

Please write and let us know how you are doing and tell us your prayer requests so that we can pray for 

you. 

 

Blessings from Uganda, 

 

Bob and MaryLee 

 

If you would like to donate to our ministry, send your tax deductible donation to IGO (International 

Gospel Outreach) PO Box 161295 Boiling Springs, SC 29316   Designate for Bolitho                           

Website: www.africansteachingafricans.com   

 

Here we are the first week of May enjoying the snow in our former home of Michigan’s Upper 

Peninsula. Fortunately, for Mary Lee, she did not throw the snow at me which she is holding.  

http://www.africansteachingafricans.com/

