
                                                                            Christmas Newsletter 

 

Our recent medical problems have delayed our annual Christmas newsletter. It is our custom every Christmas to put 

before you some projects that we would like to see funded. So, even though it is late, here are a few projects to consider 

funding.  If you see something you would like to help with but you can’t provide the whole amount, it is all right to 

partially support the project. 

Here are a few projects: 

1. We need a full time coordinator to open ATA teaching centers in Uganda. Projected cost is $8,000 for the year. 

2. Funding to send our experienced Kenyan coordinator to India to help start ATA in India. Projected cost is $3,500. 

3. Funds to care for our 53 orphans. It costs about $150 per month to fund a child. Partial sponsorship does help.      

4. We seek support to help with Bob’s cancer treatments. 

 

Currently we are supporting 53 children; more than we feel comfortable 
with, but it seems that God keeps challenging us with more children. The 
story below is about Nicholas Tebandeke; we could not ignore Nicholas. 
 

Fourteen year old Nicholas has been on his own for many years now. The 

father died long ago and the mother abandoned the children in Kampala. 

He did have a place to stay as long as he served as the house boy (slave). 

Since he desired education, he lost that home. He stayed in a church at 

night selling bananas during the day to get some money. He met Mr. 

Kimera, an ATA board member, who strongly urged him to start attending 

a Bible preaching church. Once Nicholas did that, the pastor, of the church where he was sleeping, told him to get out. 

Nicholas was back on the street. We rent a room for this teenager and he eats with the monitor of our home school who 

is also serving as a surrogate parent. He had nothing when he came and we must supply all his needs. He is a 

conscientious student and no trouble in the behavior department. 

 

Africans Teaching Africans is maturing and we have learned how to spread the ministry here in Africa. The plan which 

works in Africa is to use people to travel and open up teaching centers throughout their countries. Currently we have 

these people in three countries and we see teaching centers opening on a regular basis. 

 

Our three years of effort are paying off as this month we have almost two hundred students graduating in three 

countries. To graduate, a student must complete our course of study and then pass the final exam. This exam requires 

the student to preach a sermon which is true to the Bible and has all the necessary components of a good sermon. 

These include preaching from the text you’ve read from, prayer and application. We receive testimonies from many 

students about how this training has changed their ministry from one of teaching self-knowledge to teaching God’s 

Word. 

 

Our representatives often have to overcome many obstacles and dangers as they spread ATA. Two weeks ago I had a 
visit from Abraham Kogo who represents us in Kenya. This year Abe traveled from the desert northwest to the Indian 
Ocean. Travel in Kenya is often perilous, but God kept Abe safe and he managed to open 23 teaching centers. One 
center is in a refugee camp and a couple of teaching centers were opened in Mombasa, a stronghold of Islam. 
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                        Abe at work in Kimilili Kenya                                                                                       Some place in South Sudan 

Two weeks ago week James Bab, our ATA representative in South Sudan also visited and shared about the work there. 

The Presbyterian Church in South Sudan has assumed responsibility to oversee ATA and teach church leaders of all 

denominations how to use the Bible.  These people are very poor but they aren’t asking for financial support even as 

they struggle to pay a $1000 fee their government has imposed on them to register.  South Sudan is a very dangerous 

country as there currently is much tribal warfare. For example, one of our teachers was recently shot in the hand.     

 

Our battle with Bob’s cancer continues. Last week he received another Chemo treatment and was unable to work for 

two days, but he is now returned to work. Living in Uganda is becoming even more challenging as we found out again on 

Chemo day. We left home at 6:15 AM to travel the 15 miles to the doctor in time to make an 8:00 AM appointment. 

Around 6:00 PM we started our journey home. Our driver told us we would need to carefully pick our route so that we 

could avoid the day’s riot and teargas. God did guide us safely home. 

 

God certainly works in mysterious ways as we see our trips to India, for cancer treatment, being one of the ways ATA will 

spread to India. It is not prudent for me to give you any details, but we think the Indian church will take ATA and start 

their own African Teaching Africans training centers. Of course they will probably change the name.  It is exciting to see 

this simple idea God gave us spread to another continent. We are very encouraged to see what God is doing with ATA –

both teaching our youth and church leaders. 

 

We close this letter by wishing all of you a blessed Christmas.  We praise and thank God for who He is and all He does for 

us, for His goodness. We would love to hear from you. Please send us your prayer requests and news of how God 

continues to care for you. 

 

In His Service, Bob and MaryLee 

                                                                                                                                                               

If you would like to donate to our ministry, send your tax deductible donation to IGO (International Gospel Outreach)  

PO Box 161295 Boiling Springs, SC 29316   Designate for Bolitho          Website: WWW.africansteachingafricans.com 

http://www.africansteachingafricans.com/

