
                                                            Children In Uganda 

This is an introduction to our current newsletter where we talk about ATA youth and how we 

try to help suffering children. This is a topic which would take a big book to really explore, but in 

this page we will give you a small idea about how children are often abused in Uganda. 

The attitude of many people here is foreign to our culture and this is because this culture is a 

pagan culture and not Christian. You can read reports claiming that Uganda is mostly Christian, 

but this is very wrong. Uganda is definitely a pagan culture, and observing the plight of children 

here shows just how pagan it is. 

Here are a few examples of this:                                                                                                                

1. Mercy Home for years is allowed to exist as an orphanage even though it only exists to 

generate western money for the directors. The children are starved and abused in many ways. 

2. A spouse dies and the surviving one remarries. Often the new spouse abuses the child from 

the first marriage, sometimes sending the children out to survive in the streets on their own. 

3. Witchcraft is very common in this country, and many children are killed as sacrifices. Our son 

Charles has pierced ears which is a common practice to protect babies from being sacrificed by 

a witchdoctor.  Witchdoctors require children without blemishes. 

4. Why is this baby being allowed to suffer?  We first met Baby Whitney when a short term 

mission team discovered that he was starving because his mother did not take care of him. He 

was eighteen months old and weighed about 11 pounds when we first became involved with 

him. An agreement was made with his mother that 

she would be provided money to live on if she would 

take good care of Whitney. She refuses to do this. 

Sunday, Whitney had fresh cuts on his head and a girl 

who lives in the house says that when he messes his 

pants the mother beats him. We have been working 

with the authorities to cause them to follow their 

laws and remove the child. We can’t make them do 

this even though we have found a good home for 

Whitney.   

 

Often it is difficult to live here, but we know that we 

are making a difference for many children. Read the 

rest of this newsletter to read about this. 



                                                                      ATA Youth 

Africans Teaching Africans is about educating Christians, and we have, for a long time, also had a 

ministry of supporting children.  The children we work with are usually the older children and they range 

in age from 10 to 24. We have decided to call this branch of our ministry ATA Youth because while we 

furnish physical needs to the children, we also help them with their spiritual needs. Our children are 

required to either be Christian or at least be willing to study the Bible and explore Christianity. 

While we know we can’t support every child in Uganda, God keeps putting children in front of us and 

saying to us, “Ignore this child if you can.”  So while we are now supporting 42 children, we have been 

presented with children numbers 43 and 44, who we currently are not supporting. We try to provide 

both current needs for these children and also help them be able to provide for themselves in the 

future. One such youth has a sponsor who is providing his needs and he is currently in Bible College 

training to be a pastor. Another of our youth wants to attend culinary school to learn to be a chef.  

Our goal is to be training the future generation of Christian leaders who will provide the Christian 

leadership Uganda needs. God provided Uganda with an abundance of resources, and we would not 

have the current extreme poverty if it wasn’t for the greed of a few people. Christianity is the only hope 

for Uganda’s future. 

Maybe our faith is weak, but we sometimes think about trying to help so many children and we picture 

the day coming when we have to tell them that they will not be able to eat for a few days or we will not 

be able to pay school fees for some of them. To prevent this we need to constantly seek out sponsors 

for individual children. Below we are presenting some of the children who lack sponsors. If you would 

like to sponsor one of these children or another one, please let us know. 

The amount needed per child varies, but to fully sponsor a child requires $155 per month. This provides 

for all needs including food, housing, medical, schooling, etc. If this amount is 

more than you can afford then we encourage you to commit to a 

partial sponsorship. Many of our children only require partial 

sponsorship because we partner with the family wherever 

possible. Any amount will help toward the total amount 

needed. You can communicate with you child or not as you 

wish. You can communicate with your child if you wish 

either directly by Email or anonymously through us. 

The first story is about a 21 year old man named Joseph 

Edema from northern Uganda. When he was 5 years old, his 

father died leaving a widow and 6 children. Eventually the 

mother found a “new man” and stopped caring for the children 

of her first husband.  Joseph was rescued from death and from 

that home in 2000. Unfortunately his rescuer died in 2004. This 

young man has worked and put himself through High School. Joseph was 



invited to our Bible study and also studied the Bible on his own. He found flaws in his previous church 

and has changed churches to one that faithfully teaches the Bible. 

 In order to live decently in Uganda, it is necessary to have some further education. Joseph desires 

university level training as a mechanical engineer. However, for now we are shooting towards a 

certificate in “mechanical engineering” or what we would likely call auto repair. The theory can be 

studied online. He will also require a set of tools. The package for this education is around $600.00. 

Next we present two siblings, orphaned when their parents were killed by a bomb; this occurred during 

the long war between the Christian south and the Muslim north.  Martha Nyadol, age 15 (left) and her 

brother Simon Duol, age 17 (right) are dedicated Christian young people who will get no chance for 

school if they have to return to S. Sudan. Currently, Martha is finishing P7 which is a milestone here in 

Uganda. She wants so badly to stay in 

Uganda and continue to study. She 

needs at least 4 years after completing 

this year. Simon is in S4 and needs 2 

more years of study after this year. 

Sponsorship of $150.00 a month per 

child will see to their needs. You can 

be a real blessing by praying for them 

regularly as well.  

We have orphans supported as either 

a church project or a Sunday school 

project. If you don’t want to make a 

commitment to furnish support on a 

regular basis, just send whatever you 

want whenever you want and 

designate to ATA Youth.     

Uganda continues to be a challenge to 

live in. Water and electricity continue 

to be strangers to our house. We don’t expect it to get much better because many European countries 

have discovered that most of their foreign aid to Uganda is stolen by corrupt officials. So, they are not 

going to send any more in the future. We have been informed that, because of this, taxes are to increase 

which will be a huge burden on the poor people. 

We would love to receive pictures from you and also news about what is happening in your lives. 

Bob and MaryLee 

If you would like to donate to our ministry, send your tax deductible donation to IGO (International 

Gospel Outreach) PO Box 161295 Boiling Springs, SC 29316   Designate for Bolitho. 


