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LESSON ONE

AN INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN CHURCH HISTORY
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INTRODUCTION TO AFRICA

Africa is a huge continent that lies south of the Mediterranean Sea. It is second to Asia, the
largest continent in the world. It is also the second mostlpopicontinent after Asia. It has

30.2 milion KMo f | and. 1t covers 6% of the Earthos
|l and area. |t has a population of about 1 bil
population. The Suez Canal atiet Red Sea lie along the Sinai Peninsula to the northeast. The

Indian Ocean lies to the southeast while the Atlantic lies to the west. Africa has 54 sovereign
states.

Some s aAyf rwiakda mameigiven to the many Semitic races which once occupied
north Africa near Carthage, pres@aty Tunisia. They say that the name is derived from a
Phoenicialam wWamudgti . However, some recent resea
Aa Braevorthiei orilfran ( c av e) referri AWher tbe Romauseconquered | er s
North Africa, they made Carthage its capital. Modern Libya was part of the African Province.
The Romaricauf flenoties fAdcLater Musltinys comquered Tuma and
named it Ifrigiya. This name has remained until today. There are many hypotheses that have
been made about the ancient name of Africa.

The P! century Jewish historian Flavius Josephdist( 1.15 asserted that it was named

for Epher, grandson @&fbraham according to Gen. 25:4, whose descendants, he claimed,

had invaded Libya. The Greek woaghrike means fdAwithout cold. o
by historian Leo Africanus (1488554), who suggested the Greek word phrike, meaning
(Acold andbhoedowbd) h tbefi,prtihviag iivred ipa atfii xg
cold and horror. Massey, in 1881, derived an etymology from the Egyptralafa , Nt o
turn toward the opening of the Ka. o6 The Ka
Aopenthge &Aoo refers to a womb or birthpl ac
fithe bi*rthpl acebd

A. AFRICAN CULTURES

Most of the worl doés people did not know abou
because they lacked knowledge of Africa. The western picture is that it is filled with jungles, rain
forests, ignorance, diseases and civil wars. This is a wromgnratbout the African Continent.

Africa has diverse cultures and languages. The historic cultures of ancient North Africa times
were the Nilotic, Berber, Libyan, Numidian and Nubian cultures.

B. RELIGIONS IN AFRICA

There are many religious beliefs in Afre .  Wdnl&eBodk Encyclopedia Britannicstates that
45% of the African population is Muslim, 40% are Christians, and 15% are adherents of African

2 G! FNR O I 4 JuheRO) A HtdS /RA. Wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa>.
3 G! FNAOFZé 2A1ALISRAL @
4 a! TNAOI = ¢ 27\17\LJ§|§7\I'CD
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traditi on®aHindurBaHai agd Jodaism have made little impact on Africans. African
Jews belongto Beta Israel (Ethiopian Jews), Lemiba Zimbabwe and South Africa;and
Abayudaya of Eastern Uganda. But a small number of Africans have come in the open claiming
to have no religion. In Malawi there have been times when a few atheists have made their
comments either on the radio or in newspapers.

When we talk of early African Christianity, we look at the history of Christianity in
Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco. The Geography of Africa
encouraged Cistianity to spread first in the north of the Sahara. However, in the second
millennium Christianity spread to west, central, south and east Africa. Africans are therefore
proud that Africa has enjoyed the heritage of classic Christianity for centurresniynlands.

C. THE BEGINNING OF CHRISTIANITY IN AFRICA

Christianity began with the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ about 2000 years ago. The New
Testament mentions several events in which Africans were witnesses of the life of Christ and
ministry of the apstles. It might be that those Africans spread what they witnessed to other
Africans. Luke records that a Cyrenian was compelled to bear the cross of Jesus on His way to
Cavalry. 1t is also said that Si monstadfs. Cyr ene

Apoll os was an Al exandrian Jew. He was a
taught him the SiTheybook bf Adshrecdords thataon thé day @f Pentecost,
Egyptians and Cyrenians were among the crowd who heamaptistles proclaim the Gospel in
their native languages. Acts also records the conversion of an influential Ethiopian eunuch to
Christianity.

The story of the Flight into Egypt has never ceased to glow in the Coptic imagination. In
the words of the Coptic liturgy, Be glad and rejoice, O Egypt, and her sons and all her
borders, for there hath come to Thee the Lord of Man. Modern African Chsisti@nish

the same tradition: AWhen Jesus was persec
into Africa; by this we know that African:
The Coptics have never ceased to believe an ancient tradition thatristwitathe first
apostle of Egypt and was martyred in Alexandria. Eusebius, irChigch History
(written in 324), mentions this, and a much earlier fragment from Clement refers to
Mar k6s pr es e nthe Adsof Marknaskwaitted in Graek in thlate fourth

or early fifth century, claiming that Mark first preached in Cyrene, and was a Cyrenian
Jew. Whether Mark was, indeed, the apostle of Alexandria we cannot’know.

iOour Lord i s t&He predestined all thef medns fhet spreag of Gospel

before the foundations of the earth. AFor we
5 G! FNAOFE 2A1ALISRALI @
6 Elizabeth Isicheh History of Christianity in AfricBrom Antiquity to the preserfGrand Rapids, Ml:

William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company; Lawrenceville, NJ: Africa World Press Inc, 1995) 17.
! Isichei 1.
8 Steven Paag he Faith Moves SoufFomta: Kachere Series, 2006) 28.



10

good works, which God hath bef o%YThe spread aftheed t h
gospel began at the birth of the Christian chuwn the day of Pentecost. That was the fullness of

time. A new wave of missionary activity started at Pentecost. The apostles went out to
evangelize after the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. They preached to people who were positively
ready for change. Godpened the hearts of many, and they received Jesus Christ as their Lord

and Savior. This fullness became clear in West Africa, southern Africa and central Africa after
many centuries. Perhaps this was due to the geographical position of these areas.

D. THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY

The social, economiand political changes of the %&entury aroused Europeans to explore

many unknown parts of the world. Those movements had both pure and impure motives. The
pure motive was to spreatlet Gospel. Many mission societies were born to make sure their
missionary visions were fulfilled. By the twentieth century Christianity expanded rapidly in
Africa. This is referred as i¥Ilhwasestonatedtthatingr e a't
1900 there were 10 million African Christians. In 1970, the number rose to 143 million African
Christians. It was also anticipated that there would be about 393 million Christians in the year
2000. That indicated thatAfiti®an500f all Chri

There are more Anglican attendees in Uganda than in England. Kenya has the biggest
Annual Meeting of Quakers in the world except for the United States of America. Some
theologians think that the heartlands of the church are in Affoath America and Asia. The
African Christianity of the past was not completely wiped away. In Egypt Christianity has
survived, though a minority religion. Ethiopia has retained her faith in Christianity in a
distinctive manner despite many centuriespefil and threat from Islam. This is seen by
Africans as a fulfill ment of the prophecy of
Et hi opia shall stretch her hands to God. o

Many African Christians have maintained their loyaltytihe old churches. Most of
these churches have contextualized their religion with their cultures. They believed that
Christianity is more readily embraced in the African context when some aspects of African
traditional religions are combined with the Chiantfaith. However, this has been seen by some
t heol ogians as a threat to Biblical t heol ogy
biblical or s ai n'fButthisrattitnde Isas ¢dhanged drasticallye €hristian® are
now giving thér sons and daughters traditional names such as Chinye (God gives), Mulku
Mvahe (God gives) and Mtendere (peace). Some
out of contextualized church missions (for example: Manyano in South Africa, Rukwadzano in
Zimbabwe, and Amayi Amvano in Malawi which are found in both mainline and Independent
churches).

° Ephesians 1:10.

10 Isichei 1.

n Isichei 1.

12 King James Version, Psalm 68:31.

13 Isichei 2.
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E. AFRICAN INITIATED CHURCHES (AFRICAN INDEPENDENT CHURCHES

Ethiopian Christianity has given birth to many African independent churches, different from the
mother churches in many ways. Very often they are either affiliated with black American
churches or the Greek Orthodox Church, and sometimes they take the form of prophetic
churches or Zion churches. Such churches are so common in South Africa and Nigeridevhere
poor and dispossessed as well as educated people such as doctors, lawyers, university lecturers

have become me mber s of t hese churches. ASon
Independent Churches, such as William Wade Harris and Kimbangu, have su@dess in
winning converts that no mis%ion church in Af

Historically, there has been a greater expansion of Christianity in thee@ury than
before. This development has been due to the influence of mission sahdolke economic
advantages of education in the colonial era. But these days, the Christian elite who benefited
from the colonial era are more interested in enculturation and searching for African identity in
the church. Often this has been due to theti@aagainst white racism.

The prophetic churches claim that they have more sound biblical religion than the older
acculturated churches. Often they claim to uphold a number of teachings that have been eroded
in many old churches. Many professing Christians (for exampteltHdurner) appreciate the
Zionist and Aladura churches as bearers of authentic African Christianity. However, Ogbu Kalu
an African theol ogi an obj-paganh, £ngagéddan ndhrististio s t o f
ritdals. o

F. THE EARLY INFLUENCE OF THE AFRCA CHURCH

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church, whose roots are traced from Frumentius and Aedesius, began in
the first centuries of Christian history. Frumentius and Aedesius were Christians whose ship was
attacked by pirates on the Red sea. They were takie tking and given good positions at the
kingbés court. They used their influenti al pos

Augustine, Tertullian, Athanasius, Antony, Origen, Didymus the Blind and others were
sons of Africa. These people along witfe tschool of Alexandria influenced Christian doctrines.
These are some of the vivid examples whom Africans can present to show that they evangelized
earlier than Christians in most parts of the world. This was due to the period of peacaalled
Romanathat existed in the whole Roman Empire for a long time. The peace also facilitated
communication because of good roads that were built.

Christianity easily spread along the Mediterranean coast of North Africa, taking
advantage of thBPax RomanaFindingGreek and Latin already established as languages

of trade and army, administration and learning, the Christian message expressed itself in
African soil through these languages. But Christianity was never simply the religion of
the Empire. The witness oféhlmartyrs in the first century shows that African Christians
could stubbornly and courageously resist the civil power. And from the Early period in its

14 Isichei 3.
15 Isichei 5.
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history Christianity in Africa began to be articulated in vernaculars. Coptic language and
Coptic cultue were introduced in Christian circles. Thus at this time, Christianity
experienced what w%® may call Atranquility.

Augustine is believed to be the pivot of all western theology. Africans developed tenets of
Christian teachings before Europadayiorth America.

Much of the interpretation of the Bible took place in Africa. The western idea of the
university began in the Egyptian coastal town of Alexandria. The African desert gave

birth to worldwide monasticism. Rhetorical and dialectical skilisre sharpened in
Africa for the Eur op®latonsm stadtednneAfricat Africa@h r i st i
were the first to seek for wider ecumenical consent on contested points of sctiptures.

G. EUROPEANSG MI SSI ONARI ES AND CHRI STI ANITY |

Neverheless, we cannot talk of Christianity in other parts of Africa such as west Africa, southern
Africa, east and central Africa without crediting the Portuguese, British, Scottish, French, Dutch,
Americans and lItalians. These people brought along with themRbman Catholic Church,
Protestant and Evangelical Mission Agencies, Protestant and Evangelical Churches, and
sectarian groups. These groups will be looked at in line with the spread of Christianity in many
parts of Africa as we go forward. The animistied Islamic religions will also be discussed as
religions competing with Christianity.

The burning desire to find a sea route to India prompted the spread of Christianity in one
way or the other. Many explorers were sent (Bartholomew Diaz, Diego Cam and Vasco da Gama
for examples) who later reached India in 1498 and parts of Afftoalegend about King Prester
John that was created to encourage the crusaders, enticed many to go to Africa to make contacts
with him. He was believed to be a Christian king. The explorers hoped to find this king northeast
of Lake Malawi. It is very toching and pitiful that even though many Africans opened the way
for Christianity, African societies were described by foreigners as demonic and second class. The

founder of Spiritan Mission to Iboland in the
go to Africa as missionaries must be thoroughly penetrated with the thought that the Dark
Continent is cursed land, atf¥most entirely in

Mr. Phambala of Msusa village, Traditional Authority, Malemia in Zomba district,ne
that in his youth in the 19406s people were
were the first, Indians were second, coloreds were third and blacks were last. African pastors
were not treated equally with their fellow white pastorsnia n'y  &°Mary #éfricans were
disappointed with the message from white missionaries that they were all equal before God.

Some church members thought wrongly that it v
16 Timothy NyasuluMissiology:A study of the Spread of the Christian Faith (Zomba: Kachere series, 2004)
92.

1 G¢KS / Sy idSNI T2 NJ 9 NeW Adveht EMFol® Entyclopgdiadude R0t BArk AfScarg
OKNAAGAI yAGE@DdO2Yk XKk OKI LIG SNBH @

18 Isichei 82.

19 Mr. Phambala, Peomal Interview, 8 June 2011.
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Africans to their religion. This was so ¢aise what was being preached in the pulpits was not
what was practiced outside the church.

This impression is still there, Africans are not treated as equals even in many Christian
organizations today. Just recently, | learned that one of thesAfChristian workers in a certain
Christian organization was dismissed for exposing the maltreatment of his fellow African
workers. The dissatisfaction concerning how Africans were being treated weakened the church
and prompted the birth of many Africamdependent churches. Many churches that were known
to be reformed in Africa are no longer reformed in practice. Even now Africans are more often
associated with many evils. This is a wrong notion because, whether black or white, we all fall
short of theglory of God.

However, my recent observation is that many sinful evils are blooming everywhere in the
world (e.g. homosexuality, lesbian lifestyles, euthanasia, legal abortion, invention of nuclear
weapons). | am very sorry because some Afrigamernments which resist these diabolic
nuisances are often accused of violation of human rights. They are even threatened to be denied
financial aid; these threats take advantage of African poverty. | am very happy that as North
Africans accepted Christinity in the first century so did our ancestors from the fifteenth to the
twentieth centuries AD in other parts of Africa.

Some Europeans introduced the evil trade of slavery. Africans still joined Christianity
despite such atrocities. By thisgo not mean that there was no slave trade in Africa before. The
Arabs had already ventured into this evil trade in Africa many centuries before the Europeans.
But the new phenomenon of slave trade which dehumanized Africans and depopulated the
continentby exporting them in overcrowded ships to foreign land (America) was that those who
brought captured slaves were preaching one truetf@otrue God who loved the world, who
took upon Himself all human flesh, who suffered on the cross for the sake ofnchahkithe
Congo region, it was reported that some missionaries were involved in this evil trade; hence they
failed to show the image of love of our Lord Jesus Christ.

CONCLUSION

Africa has played a decisive role in the formation of Christian culture ft® infancy. Decisive
intellectual achievements of Christianity were explored and understood first in Africa before they
were recognized in Europe, and a millennium before modern North America. It is very
interesting to note that even today African ragesmore eager to receive the Gospel than many
races in the world.

In Malawi, despite the influence of westernization, the church has greatly increased its
membership since colonization. It is a great blessing to all Christians because Masafiristv
visited by Moslem Arabs before the white European missionaries. According to recent the
Malawi National Population Census, 80% of the populatioabafut 15000,000 are Christians.

This has brought discontentment among the Moslems who feel esgstnaith this figure.
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QUESTIONS LESSON ONE

1. Name four historic cultures known in ancient North Africa.

2. Who was compelled to carry the cross of Jesus Christ by the Roman soldiers?
3. Who were believed to have established the Ethiopian Orthodox Church?

4. Mention four prominent African church fathers.

5. What wasPax Romana

6. Who is believed to be the pivot of all western theology?

7. In the context of Christianity, why should the Portuguese and others be credited in many
parts of Africa?

8. How did the Africangexpect missionaries or Europeans to treat them?
0. Name a Christian king who was believed®in northeast of Lake Malawi.

10.  Who first visited and came into contact with Malawians before European missionaries?
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LESSON TWO

EGYPT AND NORTH AFRICA

3= Desert‘*~‘:/’.=

Fig. 3. AThe Map of Egypt showing®the posi

INTRODUCTION TO EGYPT

In Egypt Christianity began in the context of Greek culture. This was the cultudothatated
among Hellenists (Jews in the Diaspora). Alek&énwas the most notable centdrEgyptian
Christianity most often in contrast to the Antiochene school of thought in Syria. Antony,
Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Athanasius and Didymus the Bllhdiere from Egypt. Egypt
contributed a lot to early Christianity because of the catechetical school of Alexandria. It was
called Didascalia. This was the oldest school of Christian religion in the world. The school was
founded by Pantaenus in 190 AD.

Many Bishops of the Christian church, both in Egypt and abroad, were educated at the
Didascalia wunder such great t heol ogi ans a
Theol ogyo), Didymus the DbIlind, and At hena
translatedthe Bible into Latin, visited the school to exchange ideas with the great

20 aG! yOASY G 9 3@ L shitp://Nomegagestcp. o dif/~aichelsoniBgypnile map.html>.
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Christian scholars of his time. The Didascalia gave Christian thinkers the opportunity to
discuss their beliefs amongst the philosophical and intellectual environment of
Alexandria?!

A. EGYPTIAN CHURCH FATHERS
1. Clement of Alexandria (born 150 AD)

Little is known about his life. He went to Alexandria because of his teacher Pentaenus.
Pentaenus was very intelligent and faithful
Gnosticism was at its peak. He used philosophy to fight against this teaching. He transformed
Christian teaching so that it could be appreciated by those with the Greek educational
background. He opposed Gnosticism and embraced the true knowledge ofliépcaddion.
Clement saw the church as an institution with different stages and differing abilities among the
pupils. He taught that the process of purification would go on after death.

Fig. 4. Image o6t. Clement of Alexandrfa
2. Origen (185254 AD)

Origen was the greatest theologian of his time and a biblical scholar born to a Christian family.
His father died in 202 AD. When he was 19 years old, he was chosen to succeed Clement of
Alexandria as a headf the catechetical school of Alexandria, where he was once a student.
Origen had a large following of students because of his manner of teaching and life. He castrated
himself to offer himself wholly for church work. He travelled widely and preached tbweigh

he was not ordained by the church. He wroteHbgaplain which he gave a critical text of the

Old Testament. He also wrote commentariesMatthew and John Homilies on Hebrews
Homilies on JoshuaHomilies on Lukethe De Principiis(or Peri Archon); a dogmatic treatise

on God and the world and ti@ontra Celsuma refutation of paganism. These books made him

the first major biblical scholar of the Christian church.

2 G! 1T A&A02NE 2F KSR EKSRYRAAI ¥ >93& LHVdzy S histe2mms K G G LIY K K

htm>.
22 G{FAyild /tSYSyld 2F 'S E I Y R Kpl/en svikigedd.omBviki/CRmeht Aof JS RA | X
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Demetrius. When he went to Greece on some church business, he got ordained at Caesarea.
Demetrius dismissed him fmo his teaching career. Origen also got excommunicated from the
Alexandrian church on allegation of irregularity of ordination. He left and opened a school at
Caesarea.

However, Origen had a strange opinion about revealed religion. He stated that before all
ages, God created spiritual beings, souls, angels and spheres which later became the power of
sin. He did not even give much thought to the Holy Spirit. adght universalism, the idea that
all religions will lead to salvation. He taught that the Son was inferior to the Father, and he
therefore fell into the trap of Arianism.

Origen spiritualized away the resurrection of the body. He rejectedHielieaching turned
Christianity into a kind of Gnosticism. It held that matter is evil and the spirit is good.

He believed that even the beings furthest from God still have a capacity for repentance
and can return to God. One of the elements in his titaibgt caused most scandal was

his insistence that even Satan could, and one day would, be saved. However, his
insistence on the freedom of the will meant that even the blessed in heaven still had the
capacity to reject GotP,

Origen made a greampact on history because of his writings as a teacher. His pupils
included women, among them Herais the martyr. Another famous student was Potamiaena, a
former soldier who was converted because of a woman heroine whom he had seen. He was an
enthusiast antbnged for martyrdom® When Decian was in power, Origen was persecuted on
the rack and threatened with death but did not recant. After four years he died at the age of 69 in
Tyre. In his life time, he was often attacked for teaching heresies. | stragglg with those
who opposed his teachings. He withdrew himself from the Bible. Many movements that regard

S G{G hNRARISYyI¢ LY 3Smtp:AerWikipdBRrk/Wik/Clament/dif Adexandiiam M £
2 A History of Christianity in Egypt.
% A History of Christianity in Egypt.
26 A History of Christianity in Egypt.
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themselves as Christian also adopt his teachings today. This is a clear sign that history repeats
itself. It is the duty of the modern church to edlcese groups with the authentic Gospel.

3. Didymus the Bind (313398 AD)

Didymus the Blind was a member of a Coptic Church of Alexandria. He was a student of
Origen. For the whole of his life he was a teacher at Alexandrian catechetical school. He becam
blind when he was only 4 years ol d. AYet , he
perfectly dialectics and even geometry, Sciences which especially require sight. Didymus
authored many works: commentaries on all Bsalms the Gospel ofMatthew the Gospel of

John as Against the Arianand orthe Holy Spirit  whi ch Jer ome #ransl ated

Fig. 6. Al mage *f Didymus the BI

Most of his writings clearly show outstanding knowledge of Scripture and have a notable value
as theological literature.

Didymus held to one of the Origends belief
individual souls at death into new bodies or different forms of life). He was condemned as
heretic by the second council of Constantinople in 680 AD. Heniedethe curved letters, a
precursor to Braille used by blind people today. He was one of the great scholars of his time.

4. Avius (250336 AD)

Arius was a Libyan by origin. He was a presbyter and an outstanding preacher in Alexandria. He
thought that theaiptural titles for Christ were merely titles. He was opposed to the divinity of
Christ. He was a Meletian. Meletians had a view similar to the beliefs of the Donatist church
which stressed the holiness of the church. He believed that the lapsi (theofad® had to be
excluded from the church, but later he changed his stand. The Meletians did not forgive him. He
was charged with heresy, and a local synod expelled him from the church in 318 AD.

The council was called by the emperor Constanfiine. bishops and Arius convened to discuss
this controversy. AArius was an accomplished
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into series of folk songs called AThaliaodo or
were sunginbars,and@o der n schol ar has express®@Ausmi | d s
believed in the subordination of the Son, the view which Jehovah Witnesses have adopted today.

5. AthanasiusZ96-373AD)

Athanasius was born in Alexandria in Egypt. He got his edutatiat Al exandri aods
School. He was a deacon and secretary to the Bishop of Alexandria. He attended the Ecumenical
Council, the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD with his bishop. In 328 AD he succeeded his bishop
and became patriarch of Alexandria, thest powerful position in the church after Rome. He

was the most prominent of the early church fathers. He attacked strongly the heresy of Arianism.
He was indeed the defender of the Council of Nicea which upheld the divinity of Christ.

A At hanaswas supported by the three Cappadocians, Gregorius of Nazianze, Gregorius
of Nyssa, Ba¥®ilius the Great. o

oA 7/‘/ S '1‘4"‘—\<¢iﬂ;qnui

Fig. 8. Al mage of &t Athanasius of

Athanasius opposed the Eastern Roman empire for its support of the Arian view. He
unshalably stood against Arius. This resulted in his being sent into exile five times. In his
twenties, he wrote a welkinown treatiseOn the IncarnationHe also wrotel'heLife of Antony.
Antony was the founder of modern monasticism and his monks were aksoddef of the
divinity of Christ. Athanasius died in Alexandria on May 2, 373 AD. He is remembered as a
saint on May 2 in Roman Catholic Church liturgy.

6. Antony (2512356 AD)

In other Christian circles St. Antony is regarded as the Patr@mamfeDiggers. He was born in

Egypt in the village of Koman near Heracl eopo
E g y p*He desired to know about the lives of the apostles. One day, he went to church where

he heard the preacher sayingthegogpelr ds: Al f thou wilt be perfe

29 Isichei 23.

30 Paas 88.
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He was very touched with the words. AHe di spoc
hi mself exclusivelPy to religious exercises. o0
ENasrascary—F

Fig. 9. Al mage of St. Anthonyo

Long before this it had been usual for Christians to practice asceticism, abstain from
marriage and exercise themselves in-detlfial, fasting, prayer, and works of piety; but
this they had done in the midst of their families, and without leaving houkenoe.

Later on, in Egypt, such ascetics lived in huts, in the outskirts of the towns and villages,
and this was the common practice about 270 AD, when Antony withdrew from the world.
He began his career lpracticingthe ascetical life in his fashion widht leaving his
native place. He used to visit the various ascetics, study their lives, and try to learn from
each of them the virtue in which he seemed to excel. Then he took up his abode in one of
the tombs, near his native village, and there it was ttiatlife records those strange
conflicts with demons in the shape of wild beasts, who inflicted blows upon him, and
sometimes left him nearly dedd.

When he was thirty five years old, Antony withdrew from society and led a solitary life.
He went to live on the mountain near the east bank of the Pispir River, pdeseler el
Memum. He shut himself in an old fort. He lived in this cave for 20 years. He refused to see the
face of man. His food was given to him over the wall. Some people anpigrimage to him.
But he refused to meet and see them.

Gradually a number of woulde disciples established themselves in caves and in huts
around the mountain. Thus a colony of ascetics was formed, who begged Antony to come
forth and be their guidenithe spiritual life. At length, about the year 305, he yielded to
their importunities and emerged from his retreat, and to the surprise of all, he appeared to
be as when he had gone in, not emaciated, but vigorous in body angf mind.
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He taughthis disciples for five or six years. A great body of monks grew up around him.
He withdrew again to the interior of the desert between the Nile and Red Sea where his
monastery is still standing today bearing his name, Der Mar Antonios. He spent tleetiast f
years of his life there. He travelled to Alexandria twice from this place. He encouraged martyrs
during the persecution of 311 A.D under Maximinus, Roman emperor. In 337 AD Emperor
Constantine wrote him a letter asking him to pray for them. He prédaaga@nst Arius, the
heretic. He regarded him no better than a heathen pagan. He had two assistants: Marcarius and
Amathas. He died at the age of 105.

Other notable desert church fathers and mothers include Pachomius, Shenouda the
Archmandrie, John Chrysostom, John Cassian, Abba Arsenius, Abba Poemen, Abba Macarius
of Egypt, Abba Moses the Robber, Amma Syncletica of Alexandria. These church fathers made
very wise sayings.

Somebody asked Anthony, O0What srheapllli eld, dd@d D
what | tell you, which is this; wherever you go, keep God in mind; whatever you do,

follow the example of Holy Scripture; wherever you are, stay there and do not move
away in a hurry. If you keep to these guidelines, you will be s3ved.

B. THE FALL OF CHRISTIANITY IN EGYPT

AEgypt was the first African c o (TherBgypttars c o me
came into contact with the Muslims through trade when they were wholly Christian. Christianity
began in Egypt at the inception of Gtian faith. The fall of the Western Roman Empire forced

Egypt to be under the Eastern Roman Empire. Egyptians suffered greatly under the corrupt and
oppressive regime of the Eastern Roman Empire. Those developments prompted the Egyptians
toopenthedoor o t he Musl i m Arabsdé occupation in the
Alexandria to Cairo, close to the Coptic peasant population who were largely Christian. The
Islamization of Egypt did not involve much violence. The Muslims used clever conversion
policies such as these:

a) They imposed extra taxation on Christians.
b) They introduced Arabic Education among the local people.
c) They intermarried with the Christians and the children became Muslims.

AArabi zation of Egyptperodosaldst wherlargeawnpessoi al |y
Arab Bedouin peacef &Isuggestithatithe Meslins aldo éound ibeasy tor y . 0
take over Egypt because Coptic Christians could not bear arms or serve as soldiers until the
nineteenth century.

s7 Kelvin Knight.
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C. NORTH AFRICA AND THE CHURCH FATHERS

The Romarn Empire

AFTER THE BIRTH OF JESUS

Fig. 10. iMap of Ancient Chri®tian north

Christianity also spread tdorth Africa. North Africa was once a province of the Roman Empire
with Carthage as itsenter The province covereithe territory now occupied by Tunisia, Algeria,
Morocco and Mauritania up to highlands of Numidia. The theological school in Carthage became
very significant in the development of some Christian teachings. The school produced great
minds like Augustine, gprian and Tertullian. The North African church is thenter of
attraction for modern Christians. This is so because it developed theological teachings which are
still debated today, e.g. the trinity. However, there were also problems that destroyed the church.
Some of the problems which threatened the church ideneatist church actions, Arianism due

to the occupation of the Vandals who adopted Arian teaching. The Muslim invasion finally
destroyed the church in the seventh century AD.

1. Tertullian (160225 AD)

Tertullian was born in a pagan Roman family. He studied Greek and Latin. He was one of the
distinguished north African church fathers. The church in the West owes much to his views. His
life was full of contradictions. He died a natural death at an old tagegh he praised
martyrdom. He read broadly, yet he looked down on classical learning. He positively regarded
virginity, though he had a happy marriage. He became a Montanist, making him a heretic,
though he attacked heretics.
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Ter t

Augustine tells us that in his old age Tertullian founded a little group, Tertullianistae, a
sect whose existence was wel |l attested in the
contacts with the European church. He pradtitzav and embraced the Christian faith. He is
very much remembered for his development of theology in the Western world. He had strong
characteristics that helped him to defend the Christian faith againsClamdtian propaganda.

He encouraged martyrdomi t h hi s famous slogan AThe Dbl ood
famous adage ag a4 Hesattackedhtlee Gposticsswhichumere cosnman in the

church of that time. The Gnostic presence weakened the church. He elaborated on the unity of
the essere of God in three persons. This approach enhanced the acceptance of the doctrine of
Trinity in later times.

Tertullian was a Puritan. He believed that Christians should be a gathered remnant,
avoiding all the corruption of a tainted world. Women shaudid cosmetics, elaborate
hairstyles and fine clothing: AThat whi ch
God, unless he was unable to order sheep to be born with purple dnd skye f | eec e s .
his writings we see, although through a flawedsglathe growth of north African
Christianity in his time. His denunciations of heretical sects, with their women leaders,
reflect the strength of Gnosticism. He describes, perhaps with exaggeration, the
contemporary growt h of estidayjasdwe hava fitled everyi We a
place among your cities, islands, fortresses, towns, mgpkatss, the very camp, tribes,
companies, palace, senate, fordm.

He went further opposing the formal leadership of the church. We clearly sertihis a
clerical approach. One day he went to a bishop and appealed for freedom for the congregation
from clericalism. He further maintained that personal holiness can be achieved by strict exercise
of discipline. He produced many writings which includgairst Marcion Concerning Baptism,
Concerning the Apparel of Wome2pncerning Flight in PersecuticemdConcerning Prayer.
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2. Cyprian (200257 AD)

Cyprian became a Christian in 246 AD in his fhib r t i e s . inHe was a weal

skilled in magical a t 4 Hedwas elected as Bishop of Carthage in 248 AD. He was in favor of a
powerful leadership style in the church. He was right because most often the church needs strong
leadership during crises. During the persecutions under the Roman Emperors m)ddata,

Marcus Aurelius, Septimus Severus and Maximus the church suffered greatly.

Fig. 12. #dnlrMfage of Cypriano

The church itself required strong leadershgrause of heretical movements within the church

such as Manichaei sm, Montanism and Marcionism
believed in the rebaptism of hereticds and sch
Cyprian, an exceptionike Perpetua, gave his wealth to the poor on his conversion,
Afdi spensing the purchase money of entire s
least of hisca el i gi oni st s: AVery many bishopsébe
f or sook t hunted thetmbrkets foe gainful merchandise, while brethren were
starving in the church. 6 However, the Chri

and selfsacrifice. When plague struck Carthage, and many died, the Christians led by
Cyprian, devotedhemselves to the afflicted.

Cyprian had conflicts with Pope Stephen. He did not agree with the baptism administered
by heretics (lapsi) and schismatics. He declared this baptism to be invalid and said that those
baptized by heretics had to bebaptized if they wished to enter into communion with the
Catholic Church. The pope thought such baptisms were valid and that schismatics should be
reconciled to the church. The pope referred
order to suppothis authority. The conflict ended with the death of both of them.

During this time many believers became unfaithful to the church and were known by an

action one had done. These were: At hebuintapsi ,
a4 Isichei 2.
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some grain of incense to emperor god, libellus pacis, those that confirmed partaking by bribing
without really sacrificing, and the “Snbeel | at i
Cyprian was born during peaceful period, he tookgedu dur i ng Deci usbo p
Felicissimus and Novatus who were also church leaders at that time despised Cyprian with lack

of leniency. Because he was strongly attacked for his action, he formed a third party. It was a
party that promoted formalizatiand episcopalization of the church office.

3. Augustine of Hippo (354130 AD)

Augustine was born in the city of Thagaste in Tunisia. He was the most distinguished scholar
and church father in the West. Tunisia by then belonged to the western part afntiae R
Empire. He got converted at the age of 43. He had a devout Christian mother of the Berber
people by the name Monica. His father Patricius was a Roman pagan. Augustine was very
intelligent, and his parents sent him to school in Madaura and Carthabgel &lsinful life at the
beginning. He had a son by the name Adeodatus at the age of 18 from a girl whom he made
pregnant. He became a Manichee and remainddainichaeismfor nine years. This religion

won many hearts iiNorth Africa and Egypt during hisime. It was started by Mani, a Persian

who died in 260 AD. Monica prayed for Augustine fervently. After completion of his education,
he became a professor of rhetoric in Milan,
became to Ne®latonist aftebeing disappointed witManichaeism (Manichaeisnmteaches the

origins of good and evil. It further says that the spiritual is good and the material is evil. This is
dualism).

Fig. 13. Al mage*®Augustine of Hippc

Before his conversion to Christianity, Augustine sent away his concubine whom he stayed
with for a long period of time. After this he took another woman, but she did not stay much
longer. When Augustine was in Alypius garden with his friend i 88 in Milan, he heard
children playing and singing; Take and read (tolle lege). This encouraged him to read Romans
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13:1314. With the help of the Holy Spirit, he was converted by these words. He became a very
prominent figure in the leadership of the nttuafter his baptism in 387 AD.

He wrote many books, and two of them webex the City of GodndConfessionedn the
former, he wrote about the fall of Rome. He said that the fall of Rome was due to its sins and
unrighteousness. He contra@idtthe pagans who attributed the fall of Rome to punishments of
the gods due to the conversion of many Roman citizens to Christianity. He also said that all the
patriarchs of the Bible will be in the city of God. In the latter book, he wrote about sims of
past life, e.g. his childhood theft of pears and his adulterous behaviors, and how he found peace
with God.

Augustine connected his conversion to the thought of celibacy. He swore to refrain from
marriage and sexual relationships. Then he returnéérita, to the city of Hippo Regius

near Carthage. First he served in the church as a priest. In 396 AD he was called to be
Bishop. He was very active mainly in preaching, writing books, and defending the church
against heresies.

He was a strong pponent of the Donati st Church. i H
debates and learned treatises, placed posters on the walls of their basilicas and wrote popular
songs, |ike fAThe ABWedaso opmpsed velsementy tha dottiinereés . o

will. This was taught by the British monk Pelagius.

Pelagius taught that a man is born like a tabular rasa (a blank sheet of paper), meaning that
man is born without sin. Augustine wrote against Pelagius by stating that the human will is not
free of sin. He said that evenye is born with original sin. Man is not able to save himself by his
own decisions, but God saves sinners in Jesus Christ by His will. In this way, he stressed the gift
from Almighty God, who is the Redeemer of mankind in Jesus Christ; we call thisnigdlchi
doctrine of predestination.

Pel agianism promotes the following heretic
|l i berating mands will, (b) the sacraments of
the baptizedand hisgod wor ks join together with Godds sa
resul ts i*)Centuret later the @formeys like Martin Luther and John Calvin did not
agree with Pelagius. Martin Luther and John Calvin accepted the teachings ofRaallvation
by grace alone.

D. THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE DONATIST CHURCH AND CATHOLIC
CHURCH IN NORTH AFRICA

1. The Donatist church

Donatism was a sect in the north African church. It rejected Bishop Caecilian of Carthage
on allegations that he was consecrated by the Bishop Felix of Aptunga, a traitor (lapsi). Felix
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gave over church property (books) to the Roman persecutaiiagdpersecution under
Diocletian. Many believed that the sacraments which a traitor conducted could not b&yalid
the bishops from Numidia, predominantly a Donatisminated region, consecrated Majorinus.

He was succeeded by Donatus whose namewasgi t o t he movement. i Do
southern Numidia near the desertds edge. He w
hairséé Like some Jewish high priest, he cel

persecution divided Christiajsu st when per secut i &nSomeackurclc o mi ng
leaders sympathized with the lapsi e.g. Augustine; others did not, for example Donatus.

Donatus was a gifted successor. At one time Rome had a Donatist pope. Since most

Donatists lived n Afr i c a, Donatists cherished texts wh
They often quotedsong of Solomon 1.6 My bel oved is from the So
travelled Augustine, it was bizarre to suggest that God located His church primarilynidialu

He compared the Donatists with frogs iA* a pon

Under Pope Miltiades in 313 AD a synod held in Rome condemned the Donatists. Again in 321
AD, the synod of Arles condemned them.

2. Criticisms concerning #nDonatist church

Fig. 14. #fl mage of St. Augustine Argui |

From the beginning many theologians have criticized the Donatist church in the following ways:
1. They deviated from the early African church tradition in their st&initions of the
church and its offices.
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2. They distanced themselves from the biblical balance maintained by the church for ages
that the church includes both unbelievers and true believers.
3. They detached themselves from the scriptures as they maintdnaegdposition of
holiness.
4. Their views of holiness and perfection nar
sinners in Jesus Christ.
They believed that if leaders are sinful, the church also becomes false.
They thought that the purity of the churefas threatened by unfaithful priests in the
Catholic Church

oo

3. Criticisms concerning the north African Church

Some theologians have again identified the weaknesses of the Catholic North African Church as
follows:

1. The Donatists regarded themselves as thprassed and embittered African people
socially and economically; they hence revolted against the Catholic Church.

2. The Catholics did not stop the injustices, because they did not want to lose their
privileged positions.

3. Augustine overemphasized the authodf the church.

4. The Donatists were Berbers and could not trust the mixed races of the Mediterranean
coast.

The members of the clergy amassed much wealth, and the poor were unhappy. The church
became very weak. In one way or another, the Donatist church was defending the Bible. The
Africans began their own church and even planned a revolution atig@riRbman Empire.

Augustine taught that the Church is a plantation (is like a large area of land planted with
di fferent types of crops) of God. |t compl et
depend on the holiness and perfection ofmiésnbers and leaders. Augustine, with the help of the
Roman government, crushed the movement after all possible reconciliations failed, but the
movement did not end completely.

E. THE FALL OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE NORTH AFRICA

There were many factorddt led to the fall of the church in north Africa. Augustine and his
followers did not preach Christianity beyond the Roman boundaries. He could have learnt from
the Nestorians, Byzantines and Syrian Monophysites who played a great role in spreading
Christanity further east. The church was divided between the Catholic and Donatist churches.
Those movements often quarreled over ecclesiastical matters, e.g. issues on lapsi, and the
holiness of the church. Later Barbarians invaded and plundered the empire.

Augustine wrote of Ahordes of African bar |
r esi s°f @aiserie the® Vandal King, with his 80,000 people occupied north Africa. The
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Vandals were Arian in religion and Gothic in language. They persecheedatholics and
Donatists. The Vandal king was referred to the Beast of Revelation by the latter.

The spread of Islam almost completely finished Christianity in the North. The Moslems
took over Byzantine Africa between 670 AD and 705 AD. Tineyned northwest Africa
AMaghri bo (West). Africa became #dAlfriqgiyao a
economic inducements for conversion. They gave people a chance to join the army to invade
Spain. There was freedom from tax polls for those wireef Islam.

North Africa did not have a monastic tradition to preserve Christianity as Egypt and
Ethiopia had. Ruins of empty churches still existed in Algeria and Tunisia until 1068 as reported
by alBakri. Muslims succeeded, where Christiaaitel, in spreading their faith far to the South,
across the Saharan trade routes, and into western Sudan.

CONCLUSION

The church in Egypt was blessed with strong figures from whom the present church can learn.
Prominent people like Athanasius, Asi Origen, Didymus the Blind and others set a very good
example for modern church leaders. We need not fear any pressure exerted on us due to our
steadfastness to the Word of God. The history of the church in Egypt helps us know that even
some church leats are enemies of the Word of God. The modern church must study critically
some of the Muslim policies within its neighborhoods. This is due to the fact that Muslims are
still encroaching on Christian lands with similar strategies.

The church in north Africa has contributed greatly in the world. The doctrine of the Trinity
was clearly el aborated by the north African ¢
influenced both the Roman Catholic and Protestant chsirchéorth Africa and the whole
world in all ages. The conflicts of the northern African Church should provide many lessons on
how the modern church can deal with problems in the church today.

The policies of Islam designed to win Christians heirt faith must be studied carefully.
Lack of knowledge of Islamic teachings by Christians has contributed to a great loss of many
souls to the Islamic religion.

LESSON TWO QUESTIONS
1. State four things that show that Didymus the Blind was a great schola
2. Name a movement (cult) that has fully atempArianism in the world today.

3. Why do you think the Council of Nicea is very significant in the present church?

4. Mention three things that led to the fall of Christianity in Egypt.
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5. What do we learn from thearly Egyptian church?

6. Name four church fathers in the north Africa.

7. What name was given to a sect that foll owe
8. Can one achieve total holiness in this world as the Donatist church thought? Why?

9. Mention four criticisms againshe Catholic Church in the North Africa.

10.What can the present church learn from the fall of Christianity in the north Africa?
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INTRODUCTION: THE GEOGRAPHY OF NUBIA

Nubia is a vast landvhich was formerly one country. It is a region along the Nile, in northern
Sudan and southern Egypt. Its name still remains in the name of the Nubian Desert, south of
Lake Nasser. It was broken into three major areas. Lower Nubia in modern south Egypt lies
between the first and second cataract of the Nile River. Upper Nubia and Southern Nubia lie in
modern north Sudan. AAnci ent Nu-day Kharffounrgwag h |l y f
a welkknown and prosperous land already in Old Testament times. tatidiy people of dark
complexion, it was intimately®involved in the

It is said that Nubian civilization began near 5000 BC. In the eighth and seventh centuries
BC Egypt was wunder Nubi an hneafpatmMulbiay becauseMaf c h  h .
UNESCO archeological excavations carried out from 1959 to 1969. There were three kingdoms
of Nubia that emerged on the rui nsitaldaras,Mer oe:
Makuria in the cemr with its capital Dongola,ah Al odi a in the So®th wit!|

Southern Nubia was known as Kush while northern Nubia (Or lower Nubia) was known
as Wawat. The boundary between them was at Dongola. The capital was at Meroe between 600
BC and 350 AD, near Khamtim. In the Old Testament, it is frequently mentioned under the title
of ACusho or AEthiopi ao. The AEthiopian eunuc
bears that name today, but from Nubia.

A. THE BEGINNING OF CHRISTIANITY IN NUBIA
1. Our seculasources

There are three major historical sources which tell us how Christianity came into the Nubian
region. The first narrative says that Christianity spread through contacts that existed between the
Nubians and Byzantines. These are believed to haistedxbetween the'™and & centuries

AD. Second, there Iis some historical i nform
Monophysite Ch 0 Suthiegdencet alsa dugdestso ansimpact of Byzantine
Orthodox Christianity (Melkite) oNubian Christianity as narrated in the writings of John of
Biclarum. The third evidence concerns Ezana the Ethiopian Christian king who conquered Upper
Nubia. That incident might have facilitated the spread of Christianity in the southern parts of
Nubia.

2. The Apostolic period
The history of the Nubians disproves the idea that Christianity is recent on the African continent.

In fact, Christianity was vibrant and successful in Africa as early as the Apostolic Period. It is
believed that Christianity lastedrfmore than 1000 years in Nubia.
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Acts 8:2639 gives us a story of the Ethiopian eunuch, a treasurer of the queen mother
Candace, who got baptized by Philip on the road. He came from Kush, which later became
Meroe. The Christian kingdoms of Nlabcame into being because of the missionary enterprise
of monks from Constantinople. Julia is wedimembered as one of the monks who worked in the
Nubian region. There are still Nile Nubians in the Darfur State. However, many Nubians have
become Islamiztoday.

A significant indicator of a possible Nubian (conversion) to Christianity prior to the
Byzantine imperial missions of Emperor Justinian and his wife Theodora in the early
sixth century is the famous but controversial Silko Inscription r@apdesentation. The

Silko Inscription is preserved on the West wall of the forecourt of the Temple of
Mandulis at Kalabsha in Lower Nubia. Nubiologists date the inscription from the fifth
century CE. The language of the inscription is in Greek and istaydaroclamation of

how the Nubian king Silko conquered the surrounding Nubia tribes. The most striking
statement of the inscription is ®ilkods pr

3. Formation of a Christian Nubian Kingdom

It is believed that the Nuéan kingdoms wholly adopted the Christian religion in about 540 AD.

It is possible that conversion started much earlier than this. That might have taken place under
the work of Coptic missionaries from Egypt. The conversion of Nubian officials began when
Queen Theodora of Byzantium was on the throne. She sent a missionary presbyter, Julian, to
preach the gospel. Julian was in favor of Eastern Orthodox views because he himself was a
Monophysite. The Nubians were converted to Christianity through his work.

B. DEVELOPMENTS IN THE NUBIAN CHURCH
1. Growth of the Church

It is said that each and every Nubian village had six Christian churches. Ibin Selim, was an
Egyptian visitor who went to Nubia in 969 AD.
at a distancefo | ess than two days6 journey about t
churches, monasteries, and many palm %rees,
Through the work of archaeologists between 1959 and 1969, a Nubian monastery in western
Sudan near Chad was discovered. From excavations, the city of Faras was discovered with
indications of the Christian churches nearby. This was also attested bytttiaf&@optic monks

from Egypt moved southwards on the river Nile. They must have gone as far as Nubia.

There are many thingsahhave been discovered theree truins of cathedral paintings
and writings on walls with faces of bishops, sorhevbom were blacks. A number of remains
have also been found between the Nile and Niger. The presence of these objects indicates that
Christianity was there. The Nubian church was headed by the king.

61 Paas 36.
62 Paas 3132.
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2. Growth of Monophysitism

Nubian churches adopted the doctrine of Monophysitism. This doctrine teaches that Christ had
only one nature, a divine nature. This thought was not supported at the Council of Chalcedon.
The kingdom of Makuria in the south of Nubia embraced the teachitigpdrx missionaries

and became a supporter of the Chalcedonian view. Nubia became a battleground between
Monophysitism and Chalcedonian Christology.

The Arabs invaded the Nubian kingdom in 652 AD. Magqrizi, an Arab author stated that
they pusked as far as Dongola. The main church was ruined there. At some time aroufiD650
AD Nobatia and Makuria were united. History speaks of king Merkurios whose inscription was
left in the temple at Taifa in Nobatia in 710 AD. This was the same Merkumgspk Dongola.
He was also referr ed® Wnder hassrulefiti¢ eMenoplysite SChuacht i n e
expanded widely.

The success of Monophysitism was very pronounced after the Arab invasion of Egypt.
AThe Mel kite Chur c bf Chalengnjwas favored tyhtliee cahguerors and n
during a period of nearly a hundred years, from about7337 AD, there was no Melkite
patriarch in Egypt. Consequently the Nubians were unable to get a Melkite Bishop. The
Monophysites took advantage oftls t o assert®their supremacy. 0

The union of Nubians was very significant in many ways. It gave a chance for Nubia to
become stronger than before against the Arab invaders. It marked the end of political and
religious upheavals. It was a pati@f cultural development. Nubians invented their art of
writing. The kingdom was und®&Howevergthelothenpartc al | e
(Nobatia) of the kingdom was represented by a governor appointed by the king of Nubia. The
Arabs nicknamedim Sahib el jebgl fiLor d of the Mountain, o and
title of Eparch. The Paintings of these officials are in the church at Abde el Qadir, near Wadi
Halfa.

C. CONTACTS WITH THE EGYPTIAN CHURCH

ANubia was one of taritient Woddwthatcwasu aorivertedets Chiistianity h e
without a prior experience ° RubiRmdgeatlyBefehded Et h
Egyptian Christians.

The Bishops were consecrated by the Patriarch of Alexandria, and apparently many were
trained there, and some originated there. At least parts of the Bible were translated into
Nubian, as any student of NT Greek can verify (by reference to the apparbtsiJ&S

Greek New Testament, with its indications of ancient manuscripts in a Nubian version).

63 P.L ShinnieMedieval NubiaSudan Antiquities service, Khartoum 1954, 16 June 2011
<http://rumkatkilise.org/nubia.htn.
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Nubians were familiar pilgrims in the Holy Land in early medieval times, and maintained
contacts with the familiar pilgrims in the Holy Land in early mediewales, and
maintained contacts with the Ethiopian chutth.

D. CULTURE IN THE NUBIAN CHURCH

The church worked hard to promote literacy through its Egyptaned clergy in its monastic
and cathedral schools.
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i T MOeental Institute excavated a major monastery at Qasre | Wizz and a large town at
Serra East which contained churches with frescoes that could be copied, but were too
damaged to remove. Much architectural information was recovered, along with objects
from daily life, including superbly painted pottery which was, as often before, the glory
of N&bia. o

Christian objects and symbols were mainly copied from the Egyptian and Mediterranean
world. The Nubians often added some details and came uphsittown unique formal art. The
cathedral at Faras had some of the greatest medieval paintings on its walls.

67 Paul BowersAfrica Journal of Evangelical Theoldgyl (1985) 23, 20 June 2011
<www.theoledafrica.org/OtherMaterials/Files/NubiaNeglectedHeritage pdi.
68 Shinnie.
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Fig. 16. @AThe Nubiaff church, Mediev

A Polish expedition made some major discoveries of religious objects. Thestsobje
were kept in museums of Khartoum and Warsaw. Many historical objects were also found in the
area north of Lake Chad.

E. DECLINE OF THE CHURCH
1. Decline of the Nubian Kingdom

The Nubian kingdoms survived for many centuries. The conquest of Egypt in 640 AD by
the Moslems was a heavy blow to them. The Islamic success meant that Nubian Christians could
no longer communicate with the Alexandrian church. This isolateditiéan church from the
rest of the Christian world.

Some sources report t hat a Nubian church
Ethiopians to provide them with qualified church leaders. But this effort failed. Another report
says thathere was an isolated Christian community in Nubia and that it desired to maintain the
Christian religion despite the presence of Islam.

The last Christian king of Dongola was Kudanbes, who was defeated in 1323 AD by
Kanzed Dawla. The Christian kingdomnea to an end and the country thrown open to
the Arabs became rapidly Islamized. For the southern kingdom of Alwah, we have almost
no historical information, it comes into history in the work of John of Ephesus already
described, and is referred to in salanedieval Arab writers from el Yaqubi in the late
ninth century to Magqrizf?

2. Decline of the Nubian Church

Many historians claim that Christianity remained in the Nubian region until time of the
Reformation inthe I5c ent ur vy . AA more recent theory appe
Christianity ended with the overthrow of Alwa in 1504, the southern Nubian kingdom centered
at Soba near modern Khartoum. But modern opinion now tends to concur with the argutnent tha
we do not know when the Christian kingdom of Alwa fell, but that it happened some time before
1504, a date actually applying not to the fall of Soba but to the founding of a successor Islamic
s t a’t Resedrch has shown that a Nubian Christiarksuddam was still in existence in some
parts of the kingdom until 1484.

There were many factors that contributed to the fall of Christianity in Nubia. Some of the
possible reasons for the fall are:

a) There was no active sense of evangelism.

70 Shinnie, Image.
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b) Nubia wa very isolated from the rest of the world.

c) Itwas greatly surrounded by Islamic forces.

d) There were intermarriages between Christians and Moslems.

e) There were no wekducated people who could preserve the Christian tradition.

f) The church was affected Ijerarchicalism.

g) The church was utilized by the state.

h) Christianity was mainly a court religion.

i) The Nubians changed their way of living by shifting from agricultural life to a nomadic
life.

Satellite image . T [

NORTHERN
SuUDAN

CHAD ‘ z e T SRS . ERITREA
: : -3 p

ETHIOPIA

CENTRAL
AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Fig. 18. fAMap of North emdnllautyh bFt deere ns It chw

Britain ruled Sudan until 1956. In 1983, Sudan became an Islamic state under President Al
Bashir. Christians were very much troubled with this incident. The south fought a civil war
against the Sudan Islamic government decades under the leadership of John Guarang. He
died in a helicopter crush afterpaaceful truce was signed wittoith Sudan. Christians make
only 19 percent of the population of Sudan and live mainly in the south and Nubian mountains.
On the 9 Januarg011, the South voted overwhelmingly for independence from the North.
About 98.5 percent voted for independence. By-gd1 the South will be wholly independent
under Saviir Kiir. This is a great chance to the southerners to establish the Christieontcddit
their forefathers.

CONCLUSION

The church in Nubia came into being in the earliest period of Christianity. It flourished
tremendously for a long period. However, it ignored the importance of training its leaders. This
was a great mistake of the wbh. The church today must not ignore the significance of
education. Most often educated and @earing individuals help the church in times of crisis.

& !t WEHT SSNI} 9y3ftAaK bSgaszé {2dNOS blral s al LJAX HnA
<http://english.aljazera.net/Services/Search/?q=south%20sudan

wd


http://english.aljazeera.net/Services/Search/?q=south%20sudan

38

The church in Europe managed to survive during dark ages because it had enough
educated peple. They preserved the records and came to know that the church was on the wrong
track. The era of the Renaissance and Reformation exposed the errors of the church then. The
modern church must make sure that it is able to reach the unreached, but gmisingthing
that will bring a negative impact to the Christian faith in the future.

LESSON FOUR QUESTIONS

1. Quote a biblical text that clearly shows that Christianity began in Nubia as early as the
New Testament period.

2. How can a secular organizatiassist in writing church history?

3. What is the difference between Monophysite and Chalcedonian Christology?

4. Who visited Nubia in 969 A.D.?

5. List four factors that led to the fall of Christianity in the Nubian region.

6. Who led a civil war against the Isl@rgovernment of Sudan for decades?

7. Name two things that show that Nubia had a strong background of Christianity.
8. When did south Sudan vote for freedom from the Islamic government of Sudan?
9. Why do you think a church that ignores education is as welldesad church?

10. How can you help churches that ignore the education of their leaders?
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Ethiopia is the oldest continuing Christian country in the world. It was also called Abyssinia.

74
75

0

it covered a vast country, namel vy
South came to Solomon. The Solomonic legend, as related in the Kebra (tegygtry
of kings), tells how the Queen of Sheba visited Solomon, and after her return home, bore
his child, who grew up to become Menelik 1 of Axum. When he grew up, he went to
Jerusalem and took the Ark of the Covenant back to his own people. Frorarththe
Ethiopians considered themselves, rather than Jews, to be the chosen people of God. The
Ethiopians called their homeland Siyon (Zion) which is still the Promised Land of black
spirituals and of reggae musi c.

GOGKAZLIALI Z¢ al LT 2 hth:MAehiBikdprdiadrg/wiki/Hishdgyo$ Ethiopim. m ®
Isichei 49.
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And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of the Solomon concerning the name of
the Lord, she came to prove him with hard questions. And she came to Jerusalem with
camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was
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cometo Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart. And when the
gueen of Sheba had seen all Sol omonbés wi sd
meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and
their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the house of
the LORD; there was no more spirit in her. And she said to the king, It was a true report
that | heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit | bdlieotthe

words, until | came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy
wisdom and prosperitgxceededhe fame which | heard. Happy are thy men, happy are
these servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wideesed be

the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: because
the LORD loved Israel foever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.
And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great
store, and precious stones: there came no more such abundance of spices as these which
the queen of Shelgmve to king Solomorf.

The world of the Hebrew Bible resembles aspects of African cultures. Both believe in
dreams and visions. Both have ritual prohibitions for example dietary laws. There are many
African prophetic churches that & the Sabbath holy. They adopted dietary and other
prohibitions similar to those laid down in Leviticus. The symbol of Ethiopian Christianity is
Solomon. He is the cornerstone of Ethiopian national identity. Rufinus recorded the beginning of
Christianity in Ethiopia. Christianity came through the Red Sea. It started in the northern
kingdom of Axum in the fourth century AD.

Lebanon is credited for the Christianity in Ethiopia because of two of her young men,
Frumentius and Aedesius. Traditioays that on their trip to India, their ship was pirated on the
Axumite coast, now Eritrea. The crew was murdered, but the lives of Frumentius and Aedesius
were spared. They were taken and given prominent positions of steward amebcepby king
Ella-Amida of Axum. When the king died Frumentius was made an administrator for successor
Ezana who was under age.

The two men used their prominent positions to allow Christian traders to preach the
gospel. Churches were built in the kingdom. Lateeytwere given leave to go back home.
Frumentius went to Alexandria to meet Athanasius. He was ordained a Bishop in 334 AD. He
went back to Ethiopia as a fulfledged missionary. He became Abba Selama, the Archbishop of
Ethiopia. This was the foundatiorf the Ethiopian church. There was a close relationship
between the Ethiopian and Egyptian churches for 1600 years.

A. ETHIOPIA AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

Christianity in Ethiopia began at its royal court. Later it spread to the ordinary people through the
missionary work of Syrian monks. They were called the Nine Saints. They translated the

Scriptures into the Gebez | anguage. They al s
Gebez. The Nine Saints practi cedswe®aorstsuctedc i s m.
on the mountain tops. AThe oldest existing mo
6 King James Version, 1 Kings 1001

w Paas 41.
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Many illiterate people adopted Christianity. Teaching was ignored, and many preachers
did not have formal training. There was little Christian commitmamd, syncretism crept into
the church. The Ethiopian church followed the Monophysite type of Christianity. The bishop was
calledabunusually appointed by the patriarch of Alexandria. The king had a central position in
the church. King Kaleb invaded ZafardaNajram in south Arabia in retaliation for the massacre
of Christians there.

B. THE IMPACT OF ISLAM ON THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH

In the seventh century, there were some changes because of the emergence of Islam in Arabia.
This led to a shift of the ceartof the Ethiopian church towards the South due to the conflict that
was there. Some church history writers suggest that Christianity in Ethiopia came to an end
during this time. It is estimated that about half of Ethiopia came under Islam. However,
Christianity survived and there are evidences that pilgrimages to Jerusalem went on.

The center of the churchdés influence moved
to the central highlands in the eighth century, hence, isolating itself fromshefrine world.
Again in tenth century,

Ethiopia was threatened from the South by the pagan Agau people who caused a serious
decline of Christian rule. The Ethiopian Christianity had become very weak. The church
blamed this decline on unfaithfulnessBd hi opi adés cal ling as the
Israel. The Church also reproached the kings for having severed ties with the patriarch of
Alexandria, so that for a long time no abun had been’&ent.

Et hi opia came under | slamic pressure in 14
had control over more Ethiopian territory than Christians did. Ethiopian Muslims had contacts
with Arab and Turkish Muslims through slave trade. Imam Ahméckesl slave, led a campaign
against Christianity in 1543. The Muslims regarded him as the Imam of Judgment Day who had
come to lead Islam to lasting triumph. He was provided with weapons by the Turks.

The Ethiopian army was defeated at Shiridcar e by t he | mamds mi |l i ti
and monasteries were destroyed during his successful campaigns. The conflict reached its peak
during the revolutionary period of the Oromo in the south. The Oromo attacked both Islam and
Christianity. In the sixtenth century, Muslim wars destroyed the rest of the Ethiopian Church.

C. THE IMPACT OF PORTUGUESE MISSIONARIES ON THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH

Francisco Alvarez was the first European to describe the rock churches of Lalibela, who
came to this holy city betweeb2 1 and 1525 praising it as a
Gol gothao, the AChristian Citadel in the M

8 Paas 42.
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TheZagwe dynastyruledEthiopiafrom approximatelyl137 to 1270, when
Yekuno Amlakdefeated and killed the last Zagwe kingoatitle. The name of the
dynasty is thought to come from t@e'ezphraseZe-Agaw, meaning "of Agaw"
and referring to the Agaw people. Its bkebwn king wasGebre Mesqel
Lalibela, who is credited with having constructed the +#oelwn churches
of Lalibela”®

Fig. 20. fnBete Giyorghsewhromuabbo®e, obneéabf

The Portuguese opened their Alvarez embassy in Ethiopia. Lebna Dengel appealed to the
Portuguese for help to suppress the emdl uenc:c¢
Gama, led a fleet to Massawa. The Ethiopians and the Portuguestedeind assassinated
Imam Ahmad in 1543 under King Galawdewos. Christianity regained its influence. But the

church and state were very weak. The majority
on penitenceMesihafe Qedirwas composed to tela the way back to the church. The great
vision of the New | srael &nd the New Sol omon

A new factor entered Ethiopian Church History with the coming of the Portuguese. The
Portuguese were Roman Catholics. They believed in the universal authority of the church.

. G% 35S Reylradezé 2 A1 ALSRAIHEp/ENBedd gr@wikiZagmMelSRAF = H A V
dynasty.
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/wiki/Church_of Saint George, Lalibela
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Portuguese soldiers remained there and acquired their own bishop, Adelr@viedo. This
resulted in a conflict with Roman Catholic Counter Reformation, which endeavored to remove
heretics who included the followers of the Protestant Reformation. The Roman Catholic Church
eyed the Ethiopian church as heretical. The Ethioghamoh had to be under the Pope.

Jesuits arrived in 1557, hoping to change the Ethiopian church and unite it under Rome.
The Portuguese efforts challenged the independence of the Ethiopian church. They also
threatened the position of the patclarof Alexandria, who appointed thebun. But King
Galawdewos did not embrace Latin and Roman Christology.

The Portuguese further threatened the Ethiopian church in the seventeenth century. Jesuits
under the leadership of a Spanish Jesuitrd®Bdez, entered Ethiopia in 1603. He wanted to be
the patriarch of a renewed Ethiopian church under Rome. KiriDiZgil and emperor Susenyos
complied with Paez. They accepted the Christological error of Unionism (denial of Trinity).
Susenyos made a ddois to become Roman Catholic in 1622, and that led to the official
declaration of the union of the Ethiopian church with the Roman Catholic Church.

After Paezbdbs death his succhagisnoofal &ndtheo ns o N
re-ordination of members of the clergy. Ethiopian rites and customs were stopped. There was an
uprising, and many Killings took place. This made Susenyos to announce by public proclamation
the end of his campaign of Romanization. The Ethiopian Coptic Churchewiged. Susenyos
gave up his position.

Susenyosd son Fasilidas moved to Gondar whe
ended his relationship with the Portuguese Jesuits missionaries. The Ethiopian church remained
isolated for two moreanturies, dealing with its own affairs. When emperor Tewodros came to
power, Roman Catholic missionaries came again. The Roman Catholics tried to bring Ethiopian
Christianity under Rome through the arrival of Justin de Jacobis in 1839. The Ethiopians were
fed up with wupheavals that took placed in th
succession). They were looking for people who could bring peace to Ethiopia. They thought
problems that had arisen because of different views on Christology (betweganists who
believed that Christ received His divinity only during baptism and Unionists) would come to an
end.

De Jacobis was a Lazarist (congregation of secular priests founded by St Vincent de Paul)
from Italy. He was consecrated by Bishopddaja, a Capuchin. This was kept secret in fear of
the Ethiopian clergy who were dreaming of Ethiopia being united with Rome. Seminaries were
built. An effort was made to win the favor of teehege(the most important official of the
Ethiopian church) ofWibe, the local ragan Ethiopian aristocratic and court title) of Tigray.
Selama was appointed to be the revun of Ethiopia in 1841. He favored Protestantism. He
made contacts with the Coptic patriarchate of Alexandria for a long period. Catholicssnmotva
in favor of the abun.

Abun protector, Tewodros, became emperor in 1855 and rejected the activities of the
Roman Catholic Church. De Jacobis had attempted to plant an indigenous Roman Catholic
Church in the north. He started his work in g&ga in 1846. He went to Oromo in the south. He
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also went to Shewa province to plant a Roman Catholic Church. He got expelled from all these
places and was finally exiled from the county.

D. THE IMPACT OF PRQESTANT MISSIONARIES ON THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH

Proestant missionaries entered Ethiopia even before the reign of Tewodros (gift of God). The
missionaries came during a critical time, when Ethiopian Christianity had almost come to an end
because of divisions and controversies. Missionaries of the ChuraioNasy Society (CMS)

belonging to the Anglican Church (including Samuel Gobat, Johann Ludwig Krapf, Martin Flad,
H. A Sterns and others) arrived in 1830. They
wanted to purify and strengthen the Ethiopian chuned use it as a bridge for the evangelism of
eastern and®central Africa.o

These CMS missionaries had great influence in Ethiopia. Gobat began by the
distribution of Bibles and tracts among the people. He had great influence. He wed iav
become abun witltEchegeFilpos. He later became an Anglican bishop of Jerusalem, and
communicated with Ethiopia through visiting pilgrims. Krapf was very keen on converting
Oromo or Galla in the south. He wrote a Galla language grammar and translated the gospels into
that langug e . AFl ad and Sterns worked among the Fal
a number of them t & Protdstant rEssibnarieptiassiated@he Bible ihto o
the Amharic language. But there were also other translations. In 1840atstation of the
whole Bible was made by a French diplomat with the help of an Ethiopian monk.

The Ethiopians later discovered that the Protestant missionaries were not in favor of
monasticism, the veneration of Mary and icons. Theg Akecame afraid of a British occupation
of Ethiopia as the Protestant missionaries were contemplating to scare away the Roman Catholic
Missionaries. Since the Ethiopians were very suspicious of the Protestant missionaries they
expelled them in 1842 and 438

Technological products of western Protestant culture enticed Emperor Tewodros to
welcome the Protestants again. In 1856, the first group arrived in the country. Some who
intermarried with the Ethiopians never went back to Europe Rbimean Catholics were expelled
and went south. But the emperor wanted to be equal with western powers. He imposed land
taxations and took over church land. He was not happy with the British government and
imprisoned all English missionaries. The emperos waprisoned because of his actions in
1867. He killed himself when his army was defeated by the British navy in 1868.

He was succeeded by Yohannes IV. Eventually, the public controversies concerning
Christology were ended in 1878 when all parties converged at the Council of Boru Meda. They
complied with the classical Monophysite teaching of the UnionRagans and Muslims were
also pressed to accept the decision of the Council. Southern Oromo Muslims were brought into
Christianity.
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The emperor objected to any powers of imperialism that undermined the
independence of Ethiopia. The yggians were crushed in two wars consecutively. A new
messianic Muslim movement led by Mahdi Muhammad Ahmed was attacked and was seriously
wounded in 1880. The Italians occupied the coastal town in town of Massawa.

Menelik Il came to the throneni1913. Ethiopia was under threat by the Italians who
occupied Eritrea in 1885. The Ethiopian army crushed the Italians shamefully Battie of
Adowain 1896. This became a seedbed of Ethiopianism (an African Independence movement)
that spread to all gots of Africa. A new capital was built at Addis Ababa. Artisans and
missionaries were invited again in Ethiopia. Menelik was succeeded by his cousin Ras Tafari
Makonnen who later became Emperor Haile Selassie |.

Haile Selassie got his eduitat in Europe and directed many pagans into the Orthodox
Church. It was during his time as emperor that the Protestant evangelical movements triumphed
widely. This was also a time when people came to know that salvation is from Christ alone. The
Evangelich church took charge among the Oromo people. The Bible was translated into the
Oromo by freed slaves, Onesimus and Aster Gamo.

ARas Taf ar. Makonnen became a regent over
Emper or Ha i®ltaly wasesll mos ssitisfied with the defeat of 1896 by the Ethiopian
forces. In 1936, Italy conquered Ethiopia. The pope expressed thanks to the Italian army. Many
Roman Catholics came back into Ethiopia and chased the Protestant missionaries out.

Haile Sehssie led a guerilla war from neighboring countries. The Italians were again
unwillingly forced to retreat in 1941. In 1944, the Ethiopian regime refused to allow missionaries
to visit new areas unless they worked hand in hand with the Ethiopian Chungste So
independent Evangelical movements were also born in Ethiopia for example: Word of life
Evangelical Church (Sudan Interior Mission) and Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus.

After the overthrow of Haile Selassie in 1974, a Communist u&eonl led by Colonel
Menghistu Haile Mariam adopted Marxiséninist rule. Christians endured a number of
atrocities. Their buildings were confiscated. Many Christian leaders were killed and tortured.
However, the church sti ldamesawanend.ved when Mari a

CONCLUSION

The Ethiopian church is exemplary for the modern church today. It maintained its Christian faith
from time immemorial. Christian countries have been infested with modernity which has
challenged biblical ethics. Christianity egs to be defended by Christians themselves. If the
Ethiopians had been reluctant, it would have marked the end of the Christian faith which their
ancestors adopted. It is very shameful that true biblical teaching is now facing challenges and
reproaches. fie world has turned against the Bible. Christian nations must check the impact of
Islam. If Islam is never controlled properly, the world will find it impossible to outlast it.

84 Paas 50.
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LESSON FOUR QUESTIONS

1. Quote the biblical verses that show clearly thHatr@nship between Ethiopians and the
Hebrews.

2. Name two young men who are believed to have brought Christianity in Ethiopia.

3. What was the relationship between the Ethiopian and the Alexandrian churches?

4. Who was an abun?

5. Who was believed tbe Imam of the Judgment Day in Ethiopia?

6. What is Mesihafe Qedir?

7. State one factor that led the Protestants missionaries to be expelled from the Ethiopia.
When was that?

8. Name two missionaries who worked among the Falashas.
9. When was the Itean army first defeated by the Ethiopian troops?

10.  Who overthrew Emperor Haile Selassie in 19747
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LESSON 5

CHRISTIANITY IN WEST AFRICA
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INTRODUCTION
West Africa was the first part of the African continent to be visited by western missionaries after

the twelfth century AD. This was so because of its proximity & Ehropean continent. The
Portuguese were the first Europeans to take this initiative. In 1143 Portugal got her independence

from Spain. ASpain and Portugal carried the |
from the Muslims] to North Africa. 11415, Portugal obtained a foothold in Morocco, at Ceuta,
which still retains 3% Maeqastalagargsonp weleibtilt anghe i de

western African coast. In this part of history, Congo, Angola and the interior of Africa should be
studied together with West Africa in terms of Christianity.

A. THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY IN WEST AFRICA
1. The Portuguese
Prince Henry, the Navigator of Portugal, had a desire to establish Christian rule and to discover

lands beyond the seas which by that timeengot known by most Europeans. The Portuguese
wanted to bypass the Arabs in their effort to reach the gold fields of West Africa. They also
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wanted to discover the sea route to India to trade in spices. That dream was fulfilled by
Portugal 6s VHesreacheddiralia i@ 449& This shows that apart from the pure
motives of coming to Africa to spread Christianity, Europeans had also impure motives of
gaining riches.

Prince Henryds ambition to reach Africa to
highly approved by Popes Martin V (1418) and Nicolas V (1452). Henry had different goals
from most explorers. His aim of evangelizing the pagans encourageditexpe to include
sailors, soldiers and missionaries. Henry also received a papal blessing to buy slaves, which in
the African eyes is an embarrassing and sinful act. The priests were under the Portuguese
government through a system calfetiroado.

By this time, the Spanish had a chain of coastal garrisons in the northwest Africa. The
Portuguese and Spanish became rivals. Both wanted a big share in the Newlands. The rivals
appealed to the pope, who through Theaty of Tordesillasdivided thenewly discovered world
on either side of the Atlantic Ocean for Spai
colonize Africa. The rest of the New World was given to Spain. This move was sanctioned by
Pope Juli s Il in 1506. 0

In 1441, thePortuguese reached Mauritania. They reached the Fante coast (now in Ghana)
in 1470. Fante was attached to the Akan gold coast. In 1483 the mouth of the Congo River was
reached by Diego Cam. In 1486 the Cape of Storms, which was later renamed Cape of Good
Hope was reached by Bartholomew Diaz.

2. Other European nations

The Portuguese hegemony did not last very long. It was strongly challenged by the French,
English and Dutch merchants in about 1530. The interest of some of these people was not to
spreadlChri stianity at all. ANo difference can be
and those of the heathen, o0 said a Jesuit i n
¢ e n t 8 TThe Eupeans dehumanized Africans by capturing them as .skaigegery pathetic

that even though Africans were treated in this manner, generally speaking most African people
were very generous.

In many places Africans received the Europeans very kindly. The author remembers a story
told to himby his graadmother, Everefumbe.fiShe told him that when the Roman Catholic
missionaries arrived in her village, people used to take turns to help them molding bricks for the
church building without any payment. These people were not all members of the Roman
Catholic Church. She said at that time many people in that village worshipped ancestral spirits.
But later she herself became a Roman Catldflic.
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3. The Religion of the Eplorers

A critical study of Europe in the seventeenth century shows that sothe &uropeans who
came to Africa were not strong professing Christians. For many of them religion was like a
jacket. Christianity did not have deep roots in their hearts. They believed in supernatural
interventions; for example, they attributed rainfaldamutcomes of battles to their ancestral
spirits. Magic and witchcraft were practiced in Europe as in Africa. They worshipped trees,
stones and springs. Christianity occupied less than an inch in their daily lives.

In Portugal, the dead were thoughttoner n on Al | Soul sé Day an:
were mutilated if they failed to provide expected benefits. In modern times, among the
Kalabari of the Niger Delta, the same fate befell sculptures of dangerous spirits.
Missionaries were professionally camed with religion; European traders had other
priorities. I n the words of a visitor to t
great concern of the Dutch on this coast, as well as of other Europeans settled or trading
there, is the gold, andot the welfare bthose souls: for by thelbose lives, many who

live among these poor wretches rather harden them in their wickedness than turn them

from it.o A Jesuit described the Portugues
centureyn atsurimed wi |l d whose way of° |ife is n
4, Africans in Europe

West Africa was blessed with some local priests and brothers in the Roman Catholic Church.
Most of them came from the Cape Verde islands and Sao Tome. Despitenth#itess, the
Atlantic islands of Sao Thome and Cape Verde made a great impact on Christianity. Joao Pinto,
a black priest, was a prominent missionary from Cape Verde. He worked in the region of the
rivers of Guinea in the late sixteenth and early searih centuries. Both islands became
independent dioceses in the 1530s. They sent priests to Lower and Upper Guinea. A Protestant
described their religious practice as follows:

The I nhabitants of the | sl and anrifdheybchna c k , a
but read a&Pater Nosterand Ave Marig confess to the Priest, and bring some offerings
with them, they pass for good Christiansél
endowed with no other qualities than the profound ignorance apidisglof the meanest

of their neighborséThey invited us to co0me
found them very handsome, and large enough for four times the number of inhdbitants.

In 1444, 235 captives were taken to Portugal. Weisy annoying in African thinking that
some of those captives were offered to a church as revenue. Among them was a Moslem who
later became a friar of St Francis. He was sent to St Vincent do Cabo.

Many young black men were educated in Latd ¢heology so that at the end they would
go back to Africa to convert their own people. It is very interesting to note that women and
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children were often the first converts of the church. This is also common today in many parts of
Africa. Almost in all clurches | have visited, | notice that children and women surpass the

number of men considerably. This has even brought confusion of leadership. Women are
pressing hard to take part in church leadership upon seeing the weakness of men in many areas.

5. The Castal lands of West Africa

The Portuguese were very interested in the arid sands of the Sahara and the green vegetation of
the south of the Senegal. The Wolof people lived there under the leadership of Burba Jolof.
However, Islam was much more prominentSenegal and Gambia than Christianity. Black
Portuguese on the coast maintained their loyalty to Christianity unlike their fellow Wolof and
Serer in mainland areas.

The French built their Acoast al S eahdt1l678 me nt s
r e s p e c% Stilvverly few Africans adopted the French social life and Catholic teachings.
Some Europeans in confusion were converted to African tradition religions. They were
convinced that African sorcerers could protect them through madiecome bulleproof by
drinking some charms.

In the Gold Coasfao Jorge da Minavas bui |t in 1482. 't was i
African states, °Kohendficdmalocal muter wad mot bappy with the
Portuguese presence. Theyrme asked to | eave the area. i F

remained better fri en d%ThisWwasthe statemantneade byweelacad n e i
ruler. However, the area was very attractive to Europeans. It was rich in gold and slaves. Along
480 kiometers of coast, there were 30 forts built by the Dutch, English, Danes, Swedes and
Brandenburgers. All those merchants were making payments to local African rulers. In Niger
Delta, merchants traded from their ships. The Dutch took over Sao Jorge dia WG3T .

6. Forerunners in African Education

In the eighteenth century the two Protestant missions began their activities in West Africa. Nine
missionaries were sent between 1737 and 1770. Unfortunately, all of them died except for
Christian Protten.

Il n 1752, Reverend Thomas Thompson, Africad
Gold Coast. He was in the employ of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
(SPG), founded in 1701 for the benefit of Britons abroad, whose spiritual welfare was
endager ed by Adathei sm, infidelity, popish s
among the enslaved in America, and went to West Africa at his own request. He
concentrated on the local people, rather than the expatriate enclaves; when he left after
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four yeas because of ill health, he was accompanied by three Fante boys to be educated
by the SPG?

Unfortunately, two of them died before coming back home. The remaining Philip Quaque
was ordained an Anglican priest and went back home in 1766. He di€d6n People were not
happy with his participation in trade and behavior that characterized him as a man of two worlds.
He ran a school which is regarded as a nursery of educational development in the West Africa.
There were many West Africans who acqdifeuropean education. Frederick Svane studied at
University of Copenhagen. His father was Danish and his mother was a Ga. He married a Danish
wife.

Jacobus Elia Johannes Capitein went to Holland with a Dutch trader. He got the best
education at th University of Leiden.

With profound irony, he published a defense of the slave trade, in Latin, as being
consistent with Christianity (Thompson, despite his genuine concern for Africa, also
published a defense of slave trade). He was ordained asstenwfithe Dutch Reformed

Church, and worked in Elmina from 1742 until his death, five years later, translating
some texts, such as the Lordoés Prayer, i nt
isolated and unhappyot least, perhaps, because thHsurch prevented him from

marrying the African wife of his choic&.

Il n my opinion, Jacobus betrayed his own pe
This was also common during African nationalism. There were many Africans who worked hand
in hand with the colonizers despite the outcry of their countrymen. They were money seekers.
How could an African church minister justify the evil slave trade which brought miseries on
many innocent people?

The aut hor 6s amthieevit stavedrade ia thé ninpt@enth century. But
when he studies how his fellow Africans were beingrdhted, he feels annoyed, embarrassed
and hatred against the trade. The ndomabein Malawi is strongly connected to slave trade and
Islam whth the Jumbes of Nkhotakota practiced.

William Amo of Axim went to Europe also while young. He got his doctorate degree at
Wittenberg. He came back to Africa after thirty years in Europe. The cousin of King of Popo, a
Danish soldier, Chrisin Pr ot t endés f ather went to Europe.
came back to Accra in 1737 as a Moravian missionary. He died in Gold Coast in 1769. These
were some of the forerunners of African educationists in the West Africa.

7. Too few priests

Togo and Benin lie close to Modern Ghana. This region was sadly called Slave Coast.

iwWwhydah, in particul ar  centeéc @me 18 Tigerfomraingms | av e
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the missions there in 1644 by French Capuchins could have ended this etiteprBut
Christian missionaries were banished by Dutch and English traders. Traders were afraid of the
conversion of local people that could damage their trade. But at least a step was made; a
catechism was translated into the Ewe language. The miss®reyain met some constraints

such as high mortality rates and lack of mission workers. But chief Assou favored the Catholics.

I n Nigeriads Ni ger Delta the church of I
Portuguese voyages. Thisdare one of the reasons the Itsekir
of Christianity in Warri began in the 1570s, when Augustinian monks were sent there from Sao
Thonm®T.hoe kingdés heir was converted and was nar
the Catholic Church for his entire life. However, there was a shortage of priests. The Bishop of

Sao Thome compl ai ned, AThe ki ngdomlivetheredner y po
reasonable comfort; moreover their health and their lives would be in very grave danger from the
great unhealthi®ness of the climate. o

The situation of too few Priests became uncontrollable in the eighteenth century. The two
missionaries began supporting themselves by selling leoadigle pots. This is a very good
example to the African churches. Most often African churches depend upon foreign aid either
from America, Europe or elsewhere. African churches must learn to suppmsdlves if they
want to maintain true teaching of the Bible.

Depending on foreign churches is very dangerous because when a foreign church has
fallen apostate, the aided church will follow suit or the foreign church will threaten to withdraw
aid if the aided church refuses to adopt the new ideology. A very good example is the Anglican
Church of Malawi. The church has had a long standing quarrel on admitting a Bishop who in the
eyes of the Malawi Anglican conservatives had an affiliation tvittmosexuality ideologies.

The problems of too few priests, dependence on foreign aid and apostasy can only be
solved by empowering our yout hdéds education i
seeking means and ways of salipport. Bythis, | do not mean African churches must not work
with foreign churches. Since we are living on one globe, African churches cannot live and work
compl etely independently. Therebs a need for
another wher¢he other is weak. But the African church must not be pushed around by money to
accept ideas which are strange and diabolic. The two missionaries must serve as examples to
modern African churches to use resources within our vicinity.

King Sebastian decided to solve the problem of too few priests by sending his son
Domingo, hoping that he would be ordained. However, he came back home with a wife who
bore Antonio the next king. In 1620, Christianity in Warri was seen as a court religion. When
Domingo was on the throne, the church in Warri was a bit more organized.

AAnd the Negroes enter this church with pa
Portuguese people, and they read these, as other Popish Prayers. They appear to be most
godly, and can also read and write, and eager for the Portuguese books, pens, ink and
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paper, 0 Christianity also modified tradit.i
sacrifices were abhorred, and no feticeros (traditional religion specialist¢ wer
permitted:®

Catholicism went on despite the fact that there were no priests up to the eighteenth
century. Later the kings became apostate by embracing African Traditional Religions. The statue
of Jesus was destroyed. The kings of the @itaime polygamou®neof the Olu married up to
sixty wives. An English explorer reported that the Catholic chapel had been extinguished there
and the streets were covered with grasses. All this took place because of lack of priests.

8. Benin, West Africa

Benin came into being in the thirteenth century. When the missionaries arrived there in 1515,
they foundawelbr gani zed city. They heard Aof a di st a
Oganeiheld in as great veneration as is the Supreme Pontiff thiem who sent a newly

crowned king a cross to wear, crosses which are depicted on some Benin statuary. Not
surprisingly, they beli¥ved they had found Pr

The very few people who got converted in Benin were the first Nigertamst@@ns.
Afonso Ames founded a school. The king attended and became literate in Portuguese. In 1710,
the king of Benin provided land for the church. He avoided human sacrifices. Christianity did not
find good soil in Benin because the people were demulted in traditional religion. A British
col oni al admi ni strator reported about At he ODb
house alone and waited for rays of a day to illuminate the window, when he pressed the crucifix
to his forehead and pred for the Oni of Ife, the Alafin of Oyo and Oba of Benin (about
himself); after that he prayed for all the other Yoruba kings. That was the custom whether the
Oba was a Ch¥istian or not. o

According to Paas, there are three time division&/est African Church History. In the
fi rst pl ace tEuerroepbesa na dpi esrcioovdCoasfin thé fiftéettscentusyf r i ¢ a (

The explorers were very much involved in commercial activities. Usually church
activities were second. Secondly, riaevas a period of evangelization alongside of slave
trade. This was an unfruitful period. Thirdly, there was of Christianization of Sub
Saharan Africa. This was also a period when we see Protestant missionaries sent because
of the Great Evangelical Awakigys in the churches of Europe and North Amet#éa.

0. Modern missions in Africa
Modern missions in Africa started in west Africa. This was a new phenomenon; both

blacks and whites were involved in the mission enterprise. The abolition oftisldean Europe
and America promoted the spirit of missionary work. Through the creation of Sierra Leone in
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1787 as a home for freed slaves, different churches were planted; 411 blacksvaridi7® e s 6
prostitutes were settled there. Secondly, 1200 fornaeeslof British soldiers were also settled

from Canada. Baptists led by David George and Thomas Peters, Methodists by Moses Wilkinson
and Anglicans began their work there. The mi s
agency, but as the initiative§exAf r i can®s| aves. 0

In 1827, Anglican CMS founded Fourah Bay College for the training of teachers,
catechists, mini sters and missionaries. AAft e
the British navy, intercepting slave phs , brought I n thousands of
slaves were Muslims or African traditionalists. Most of the latter category became Christians, but
many Muslims resisted conversion to the Christian faith. The Sierra Leonean immigrants built
their ownculture (Creole), a mixture of African and Western traditions, and they shaped their
own |l anguage (Krio) with EnYl ish vocabulary a

The Christian community in Sierra Leone began missionary activities throughout the
country aml beyond. African missionaries were sent to the whole of west Africa and farther to
Kenya. They were working hand in hand with Western missionaries.

B. MISSIONARY WORK OF SAMUEL AJAYI

In many European Christian writings Africans have been painted as savages, backward and
primitive. This was challenged by Samuel Ajayi Crowther (:8891), the first African who
became an Anglican Bishop and leader of the Niger Mission. He was boriaruba town

called Osogun.

He was first a domestic Yoruba slave from the Nigerian village of Abeokuta who was
sold to a slaver bound for Brazil, but was freed by the British navy and taken to Freetown
in 1822. He was the first student of Fourah Bay Cellggfter his training he served as a
teacher and partaker of an expedition in the Niger area, then he went to London, where he
was ordained priest in 1843. In 1864 he became the first African bishop of the Anglican
Church?0®

Ajayi was the leadeof the altAfrican Niger Mission in 1857. Most members of the
expedition did not have sound education. Among the eleven members only four had been to
secondary school. The expedition consisted of a carpenter, shingle maker, shoe maker, brick
maker, farmer s hi po6 s s t e wavermment massengen. Ajayk wanted to be a
missionary in his motherland.

There were many problems which the expedition encountered. Ajayi as a Yoruba could
not speak local languages of the Niger area. The Nigarvaas inhabited by the Igbo, Nupe and
Hausa peoples. Their cultures were completely different from his. The stations were also far
from one another. Muslims were resistant to conversion. The missionaries were accused of
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ruthless capitalist practices anthmorality. Funds were misappropriated. They were also
accused of manslaughter. Ajayi was blamed for favoring the Creole rather than the local people.

Later, fourteen local boys were sent for further studies. Four of them joined commercial
firms for higher salaries. One of the remaining boys, the gifted Isaac Mba, the first Niger Igbo
agent was compelled to resign because of European prejudice. Thomas Bako, an Aworro Yoruba
endured European prejudice but was denied ordination. The misssoim wans in 1883 due to
disconnection, dismissal and resignation. It is very embarrassing that even today, there are few
individuals in some mission works who are denied ordination for unjustifiable reasons. For
example there are some missions whoseltigezal institutions are headed by people that are not
ordained.

Pl ans to empower Africans were initiated b
Secretary of the CMSVennpr opagated the @At hree -suppbring,s, 0 t |
selfpropagating and setfoverning African church. Also he worked out the idea of cooperation
between Christianity and commerce, implying that Africsonomicindependence was an
important instrument for the shaping of an African church. He developeddéda that the
indigenization of native churches ought to become a national institution that would supersede
denominationd@l distinctions. 0

Apart from African initiatives in missionary works, there were expatriate missionary
endeavors. They include efforts by the Baptist Missionary Society (BMS) London Missionary
Society (LMS) Church Missionary Society (CMS) American Board foelgor Missions (1810),

Wesl eyan Met hodi stsé Mission (1813) and Basel

Ajayi was a scholar, pastor and faithfuissionary. A missionary cemtwas set up at
Onitsha in the Niger Delta among the Brass people even thoeghuthber of converts was
smal | . AThe members were drawn | argely from s
t wi W8sThisdwas disturbed by the scramble for Africa where Africa was divided among the
Europeans without the consent of Africans thelves. Ajayi was embarrassed because CMS
took over his work and discharged almost the whole staff hence the Africanization project
declined considerably. Ajayi is highly regarded as one of the most notable African Church
leaders of the nineteenth century.

C. OTHER MISSION WORKS

1. Among the Igbo (Nigeria)
AThere are witnesses that show that |l gbo embr
One Idigo was a titled man and diviner, wealthy and brave, who turned to Christianity when his

arts could not preserve thabbveesal bf 6hsai dwa
who baptized him as Joseph, 60t hat he was r el
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went to live with witches and slaves on the hilltop Christian village near Aguleri. Christians
called the setttdemM@mos=ei o heés) AMB® Nduka (Life

2. In Bonny
The Niger Mission established a station at Bonny in 1865. The people of the delta had traded

with European merchants for centuries. Their eagerness to have a mission center was due to what
they hadlearned from Europeans about the importance of literacy. They could opt for secular

educati on, but that opportunity was not there

canoe houses: the Anna and Mannila Peoples, the former opposed Chrisdiachithe latter
we | ¢ o m&dhere werednany problems among the converts because of the following:

1) Christian slaves refused to go to oil markets on Sunday.
2) Christians would not take part in rituals which other homes embraced for their survival.

Many Christian slaves were drowned. Some refused to eat and died of hunger. Despite
persecution, Christian slaves built small chapels at the markets and held church prayers. The
local people were invited to join them in these prayers. That did eas@lthe chiefs. In 1868 the

African traditional religion of Bonny decli
1880s, the temple of skulls dedicated to the war odba,wa s f al | i A'y i nt o r ui
3. In Brass (Nigeria)

In 1868, CMS opened a missi in Brass, a Delta state further West. The mission won many
souls both slaves and freemen. King Ockiya surrendered his shrines and divinities and got
baptized as Josiah Constantine. But later many of them went back to fetishism due to the fact that
they were being oppressed by Christians themselves for taking over their trade. King Koko
became apostate too.

4, With the Yoruba and Ido (Nigeria, Sierra Leone)

Despite the decline of Africanization, the Affamerican missionary and Liberian statesmen
Edward W. Blyden (18321912) and Sierra Leonean pastor James Johnson -{P439
propagated the ideology.

Among the Yoruba and Ido people there were prominent men who contributed greatly
to the West African Church. Many of them had been takefaasssto Ibadan, the heart of many
missionary establishments. Since many of them adopted Christianity, they went home after
liberation with new faith to places that had never seen any missionary representative.
Babamuboni from Ekiti was a slave. He wastdited by the highly honored Anglican Priest,

Dani el Ol ubi , who became a Christian whil e
t wenty years in Abadan, Babamuboni ré&®furned
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Shadrach Mogun vgan Ekiti. He became a Christian in Ibadan. There was no house
or compound in Ibadan in which he had not preached Jesus Christ. In 1899, he went home. He
began supporting himself by farming. He preac
bigenogh t o stand upright in, A® Ilived #dAall al on

Samuel Laseinde was from Ora a Yoruba town. He was a slave and became a slave
in Abeokuta. He was very much attracted to Christianity upon seeing the Sekiri prayinggmorn
and evening on war movements. AJohn Okenla (w
not all the converts were sl aves. He was a f a
that underlay his exploits, he showed the enquirer his Yoruba N& e s t d*iHe laarneddo
read from his fellow slave. He went home in 1899 where he built up a Christian community and
also introduced commercial farming of cocoa, coffee and kola. The chiefs were not happy
because the Christians always came into attnflith the mask cult of igungus (the incarnates of
the collective dead). That led Samuel to be imprisoned for six months.

5. In Benin

In Benin another man Osiokhai was born. He was a slave of a war leader, Ogedengde. Osiokhai
went to live with his masten the Yoruba town of llesa. He was sent on long trading trips where

he began to attend church. He changed his name to John Alegbeleye and learned to read Yoruba.
He went home after the defeat of his master. He began to teach his fellow Yoruba so that they
could read the Yoruba Bible. He told them of heaven and angels. He also told them of hell with
fires burning forever where wizards, witches and evil people would go.

6. Ex-Slave missionaries

Liberia has a history si mil mentd for libgratedrbltack L e on
slaves. fAiThe first settlers arrived int®1822,
Twelve thousand settled there. Another 5700 freed slaves on the high seas also were settled later.
The settlement was promoteg the American Colonization Society (ACS). The organization

was supported by white slave owners. They wer
a place in the sun in America, oO6werhaeenrnchedi s mo
twi th our blood and tearsé and will they dri vi

earned wit K% This showed theo dibtermination of the freed black population of
America.

The settlers of Liberia were fourth or fifth geagon Americans. They had adopted
American culture and could no longer speak any African language. They followed after-the life
style of those who oppressed them for centuries. They set themselves apart from the local people.

113 Isichei 1